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  I truly hope
that everyone
had  a  very
e n j o y a b l e
Christmas cel-
ebration and a
very safe New
Year. My
g r e a t e s t
prayer is for

the Lord to openly bless His people as his
work.

By the time this edition of the News,
the spring semester for 2015, will be un-
derway. We are looking for some increase
in attendance and hoping that all of those
who attend last semester will return.

2014 closed out on a very good note.
We had several good offerings come in
for the support of the school in December
and this helped us to greatly reduce the
deficit months of October and November.
We will begin the New Year with only a
very modest deficit.  To all those who came
to the aid of the school, we are so thank-
ful.

West Florida Baptist Institute is a very

unique ministry. God has given us such a
tremendous opportunity to make an impact
on the black community and their churches.
We send thousands of dollars to reach the
blacks in other countries and yet make so
little effort to reach out to them at home. I
am so glad that there are men who are will-
ing to go and establish scriptural churches
and training schools for the people of other
countries. I am also thankful for the churches
who are willing to send and support these
men and their families. Several great works
have been established because of these ef-
forts and they deserve the prayers of all
God’s people.

However, there is also a tremendous op-
portunity to reach out to some of the same
people here in our own country. This was
not the direction for which we were estab-
lished but it is the direction that the Lord
opened the doors.

With that open door, we are obligated to
the Lord to do what He has established.
Some of the churches that I have visited
over the years are really not interested in
the printing ministry but they are really
thankful that we are reaching out to the
blacks and teaching them the truth of the
word of God.

One of the joys of this fruit it is to see
some of the men return to help us teach.

What better way to reach more than to al-
low these biblical educated men to come
and teach others what they have learned. I
truly believe that we are moving in the right
direction. We are looking for God to raise
up some of these churches to begin to
monthly support the school. This would
be a tremendous change for them. We un-
derstand this method but this is not the
way in which they have been taught to
support.

One of the ways they are now support-
ing is “The Committee of 100.”  This fo-
cuses on the alumni and others who are
willing to give as little as $10.00 per month
in support of the school. If we were to reach
the goal of 100, it would mean that $1,000.00
per month in additional support would
come to the school. This alone would give
us a tremendous boost. In addition to that
some of the pastors are now willing to try
and place the school in their regular bud-
get. This would also greatly help us.

I am so thankful for the churches and
individuals who have been so faithful over
the years to support the school and its min-
istries. Without your faithful efforts, we
would not be where we are today. I am con-
vinced that we are going to see some great
things accomplished in 2015.

May the Lord richly bless you all.

COMMITTEE OF 100
$10.00 PER MONTH

IN SUPPORT OF WFBI.
GOAL: 100

Please go to our web site
and fill out the form.

Please go to our web site
and fill out the form.
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By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

Philosophy of
Religion

Cont. Page 3

In the discussion of “What is Truth, ” it
has been discovered that, in many minds,
“truth” does not simply have a common
definition. The fist definition discussed is
called the “correspondence definition of
truth.” The stipulated meaning of this defi-
nition as it interprets truth is as follows; “A
sentence is true if, and only if, what the
sentence talks about exists as described.”

If this definition were to be applied to
God then the truth would depend upon
whether or not the individual expressing
God, believed that there was truly a God. If
he could not establish in his own mind, the
validity of God, then there would be no truth
in the statement that there was a God.

The second definition mentioned is called
the “coherence definition of truth.” “What
this definition says is that in order to show
that a sentence satisfies the coherence defi-
nition is that the sentence in question is
coherent with a long list of already coher-
ent sentences.” If this is case for establish-
ing truth, then it would be very similar to
how words are chosen to be included in the
dictionary. Many words are added to the

long list each year simply on the bases of
there usage. If sufficient number of people
use a word to mean something that it origi-
nally did not mean, then it would be in-
cluded in the definitions of the word. It
did not matter whether or not that used
meaning was correct or not. It usage de-
termined its definition.

The third proposed definition of truth
states, “Ideas become true just in so far
as they help us to get into satisfactory
relation with other parts of our experi-
ence.”  Then comes the application of this
definition as it is applied to the matter of
God.

“If theological ideas prove to have a
value for concrete life, they will be true,
for pragmatism, in the sense of being good
for so much. For how much more they are
true, will depend entirely in their relations
to the other truths that also have to be
acknowledged.” The explanation goes on
the say; “This means quite simply that a
theological idea is true if it has value for
human living in establishing satisfactory
relations with other acknowledged truths.
We would not have to find the referent of
God or immortality, for it would be suffi-
cient to show the usefulness of the ideas
of God and immorality for human ends.”

If truth is established only on the terms
of its use and not on the fact that it is
truth, then there are no real bases to de-
termine truth. It will depend solely on the
one making the determination. If truth
depends on each individual and what they
might determine to be truth, then there is
no foundation of truth to base anything.
This is one of the tenets of humanism
which states that there are no absolutes.
Each individual is a god within themselves
and they determine what is true or not true
as it applies to them and them alone. In
this case there is no absolute truth. Truth
that is determined by the individual is not
foundational truth.

It is often amazing how many people
actually think that they have the right to
determine what is truth and what is not.  If
God did not establish some absolutes,

Welcome To The Family Of God

What a wonderful way to start a New
Year.  On Sunday, January 4th, one of
my daughter-in-laws accepted Christ
as her Savior and was Baptized into
The Family Of God.

I believe God has His hand on all of my
children and their families.  My job here
on earth isn’t finished yet, not until I
have witnessed to all of my family and
friends I can and have told them about
Christ.

Telling people how Christ died on the
cross for their sins, then rising again
from the dead all for their Salvation is
the only goal I have left on this earth.

After Lee’s passing in 2012, I received
many phone calls from both our
relatives in different parts of the
country.  All wanted to tell me they were
going to church now and that they were
sorry they didn’t talk to my husband
when they had the chance.  They
wanted to know if I could tell them
about the Lord like Bro. Lee.

I knew then that the Lord wasn’t
finished with me, and that I was still
here on earth to continue the work my
husband had started.  I may not present
it his way, but I am able to present what
Salvation is all about to all those who
ask and want to know about Him.

This New Year, I ask that you don’t ever
give up sharing the Gospel to the lost.
Time is quickly passing, there are many
souls that need to hear the Word and
know what is ahead for them.

Have a Happy New Year, and
remember God is always there for you.
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David E. Gonnella, Faculty

A number of Bible colleges and seminaries, both in and outside
of the ABA, offer correspondence courses that lead to a degree.
A correspondence course of study offers great convenience
and flexibility.  However, there are some pitfalls that one should
consider before signing on the dotted line and paying the tuition.

First, there is the quality of the courses offered.  They range
from high quality to barely above a Sunday School level.
Investigation should be made by seeking examples of curriculum,
the qualifications of the faculty, and by interviewing those
currently enrolled.  Any school not willing to provide this
information should be highly suspect.

At WFBI, our faculty is comprised of men who are both learned
in the Word of God and experienced in the ministry.  Most hold
earned doctorates (too many correspondence schools have far
to many administration and faculty “honorary” doctors) and
have spent decades pastoring churches and teaching the Bible
and related subjects.  For curriculum we have the Scriptures and
high quality textbooks, many of which were written by the men
who teach them.

Then, one of the greatest advantages of correspondence, its
flexibility, is also one of its greatest flaws.  The promise is made
that you can work at your own pace. This is fine for those who
have the self-discipline to work at their studies every day, and to
make constant progress.  For those with less discipline, life-
events will take place that will cause a postponement of studies,

CORRESPONDENCE,
OR IN-CLASS?

days will turn into weeks, weeks will turn into months, and
eventually the course of study will be abandoned altogether.

At WFBI you will take the courses that suits your individual
needs.  However, when you enroll in a course you will have
a teacher who will assign work and expect it to be done.  You
will be tested at intervals.  The discipline of directed study
will help you to make meaningful progress and to stay on
course until you reach your goal.

One of the real deficiencies of correspondence courses is
that you have no real face-to-face contact with your teacher.
The teacher mails the work to you and you mail it back.  You
might have the privilege of occasional phone contact, but
that will be brief.

At WFBI, you have face-to-face contact with your
instructor every week, as often as the class meets.  You get
to know your teacher, and your teacher gets to know you.
The teacher is able to take into account your particular needs
and learning style.  You aren’t just a name on a file, but a real
flesh and blood person.

I invite you to investigate the in-class learning experience
we offer at WFBI.  Contact us, come and sit in on a class or
two, and talk with our students.  Perhaps this will be the
place where the Lord trains you for His service.

then men are left to themselves to determine what they deemed
to be or not to be absolute. This means that every individual is
left to himself to determine what is true for him. It may or may not
apply to others. In other words, it maybe right for him to steal
and not right for someone else.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life...” This is an
absolute statement. It has no interpretation. It has no other de-
termination other than what is so stated. It has no release nor
can it be changed. It is absolute. This idea simply flies in the face
of man who desires to determine his own way to heaven, if they
even believe that there is such a place. Such individuals seeks
to determine what is the right way for them regardless of what
the stated in the scriptures.

Truth is truth regardless of what or how men may seek to
define it. Society is in real trouble when men are allow to
determine what is truth and what is not. This is very evident
in the world today where so much truth is being turned into
a lie. Such is the case for sodomy.  The word of God says a
man and a women leave there father and mother and they are
joined together. It does not say anywhere that two men or
two women are joined together. Yet society has come to ac-
cept this as a way of life. It is not truth but a lie.
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KJV

Glen Davenport
Exodus 4:1
INTRODUCTION:

The statement above was made by a very immature
Christian. The man was of Jewish descent but he was a loner,
little known and slow to accept the call of God upon his life. I
cannot list all of his excuses but he gave a couple in this response
to God. He said: they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my
voice. It was a great concern even for our Lord too. That is a
concern for every preacher or at least it should be. We need to
feel the appeal that generates out of these words: BELIEVE ME.
A. Isaiah 53:1

Isaiah asked: Who hath believed our report?
B. John 12:38-42

1. Jesus commented, saying: That the saying of Esaias
the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord,
who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the
arm of the Lord been revealed?
2. Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias
said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened
their heart; that they should not see with their eyes,
nor understand with their heart, and be converted,
and I should heal them.
3. These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory,
and spake of him. Nevertheless among the chief rulers
also many believed on him; but because of the
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should
be put out of the synagogue:

C. Num 14:11
And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people
provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me,
for all the signs which I have shewed among them?
D. Isaiah 43:10
Ye are my witnesses saith the LORD, and my servant whom
I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and
understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed,
neither shall there be after me.
E. John 8:45-47
1. And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.
2. Which of you convinceth me of sin?
3. And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?

4. He that is of God heareth God’s words:
5. ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of
God.

I. Why Do We Preach?
God called Moses!

BELIEVE ME

II. What Are We Preaching?
We are called to preach the message of Salvation.

III . Is Our Message Believable?
To some the message is not believable because Satan has

blinded their eyes.
IV. Is The Messenger Believable? (Here is where things should get
real personal.)

A. Am I believable?
1. If not, why not?
2. If yes, why?

B. Are you a believable messenger?
1. If not, why not?
2. If yes, why?

V. What Are The Options? Phil 1:15-17
A. Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and

some also of good will:
B. The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely,

supposing to add affliction to my bonds:
C. But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense

of the gospel.
Final Tho’ts:

What can I do to make the Word more believable?
1. The preacher needs to be knowledgeable of the Word. You
cannot preach what you do not know!
2. The preacher needs to be of TOP CHARACTER. The vessel

needs to be clean.
Matt 22:14 for many are called, but few are chosen.
(That is not the same as saying many volunteer but few
stay with it. No, God calls and God makes the choices).

3. Our ‘works’ need to be convincing. (Jesus’ final appeal
was to His works.
John 10:37-38
If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.
But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works;
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me,
and I in him.
John 14:11
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me
or else believe me for the very works’ sake.

If we fail in our works we have no higher appeal.
We can learn a lesson from the Pharisees: Matt 15:8

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me.

Let your light so shine before men, Matt 5:16 that they may see
          your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.



West Florida Baptist News January 2015

5

ANNOUNCEMENT

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears;
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables.

 Thomas Dorsey Terry was born in
Pine Bluff, AR 2/2/1934 and entered
Heaven from his home in Tallahas-
see, FL 12/15/2014. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of
60years Ann B. Terry.

 “TD” was a Teamster when he
began his ministry.
  He pastored five churches: Friend-
ship BC in Bradford, AR, Calvary
BC in Van Buren, AR, Avalon BC in
Muscle Shoals, AL, Melson Av-
enue BC in Jacksonville, FL and Capital Heights Baptist
Church in Tallahassee, FL from which he retired after 21 years
due to poor health. He remained an active member of Capital
Heights until his promotion to Heaven. Pastor Terry  was a
soul winner and a friend to many pastors. However, not a
single pastor attended his funeral except his own pastor.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (II
Tim 4:2-5)

   As of December 20th, 2014, Robert
stands amazed in the presence of his pre-
cious Savior, free from the ailments of
this world. Robert was born in Bradley
County, Arkansas on April 7th 1930 to
Robert Everett & Helen Beatrice Will-
iams. A few years later, he became the

older brother to Mary Helen and William Edward.  As a child,
Robert attended Crossroads Missionary Baptist Church in Brad-
ley County with his family and during a revival service, at the age
of 9 years; he became convicted of his need for Christ. Robert left
the revival service that night and in his bedroom, he bowed his
head and gave his heart to Jesus and as many of you already
know, this happened on “A RED CLAY HILL”.  About a year later,
Robert was baptized by the authority of the Crossroads Mission-
ary Baptist  Church and his membership remained there until his
family moved into town and he became a charter member of the
Central Missionary Baptist Church of Warren, Arkansas.

In early 1954, Robert was then transferred to Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. He placed his church membership at Antioch Missionary Bap-
tist Church and it was there where he met the love of his life, Bette
Joyce Cook. Shortly before Robert & Bette Joyce’s wedding, Rob-
ert answered the call to preach; lifting the burden that had been on
his heart for quite some time and on June 25th, 1954, Robert and
Bette Joyce were joined in marriage in a double ceremony with
Bette Joyce’s sister and brother in law.

Robert received a bachelor’s degree from the Missionary Bap-
tist Seminary of Little Rock and has also pastored several churches
throughout his life.

The first church he pastored was the McDonald Missionary
Baptist Church of McCrory, Arkansas. While there, Robert and
Bette Joyce grieved the loss of another son, born premature; whom
Robert is also now reunited with.

In 1975, Robert was called to pastor the Highlands Missionary
Baptist Church of North Highlands, California and he remained
their pastor for over 35 years.

Robert always believed that true happiness and success only
came by living according to God’s will. Robert LOVED the purpose
God gave him for his life; which was as a minister of God’s Holy
Word. Robert left this world believing there was more of the Lord’s
work to be done and desiring until the end to learn more about The
Scriptures.

Robert was preceded in death by his parents, Robert Everett
and Helen Beatrice; his sister, Mary Helen Raper; his brother, Ed
Williams; his son, James Edward; a dearly loved unnamed son
and two other dearly loved, yet unnamed children.

Robert is survived by his beloved wife of 60 plus years, Bette
Joyce; his daughter, Carita and her husband, Stan; as well as his
daughter, Leslie and her husband, Wayne. Robert is also sur-
vived by his grandchildren: Josh, Rachel, Luke, Cassia, Adam,
Allison, Chet and McClane and his great grandchildren: Duncan
Alexander, George David, Izrael Joseph, Logan Burl, Phoenix
Leeann, Henry Thomas and Aidan Justin, who is due to be born
in April of 2015.

Editors Note: I had the distinct pleasure of serving with both of
these great men of God on the Standing Missioanry Committee.

Bro. Terry and I would travel together to the meeting and had
a wonderful time sharing the things of God and the work we were
involved in.

I had to be privilege to be hosted by Bro. Williams and his dear
wife on one of my trips to California. They were such gracious
hosts. He even trusted me to drive one of his vehicles to the
state meeting so that I could be able to move around freely once
we were there.

How good it is to have such pleasant memories of men like
these.
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SELLERS REPORT

MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

Germany
Hans Fraund,
Missionary

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

BEGINNING BALANCE $ 801,850.52
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries    $ 113,805.20
Foreign & National Salaries  98,120.75
Designated   38,919.88
Undesignated  25,487.88
TOTAL RECEIVED  $ 276,333.71
BALANCE FOR SALARIES

$ 1,078,184.23
DISBURSEMENTS:
Interstate Salaries $ 85,699.71
Foreign Salaries  10,758.14
National Salaries 39,311.10
Designated 38,919.88
Salaries & Expenses of

Sec.-Treas. Office
Office Salaries 10,360.77
Sec.-Treas. Travel 613.94
General Office 2,793.26
Automobile Expense 7885.18
Postage -Dec 498.00
BSSC - Printing N/V 2,751.61

$ 17,805.76
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $ 192,494.64
BALANCE FORWARD $885,689.64
Surplus (Dec): $83,839.12

Bryan Sellers

Secretary/Trea-
surer Missions

In Colossians 3:1-2, Missionary Paul
writes, “If you then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set
you affections on things above, not on
things of the earth.” As we enter a New
Year, it is a good time to take inventory of
our walk with the Lord. We need to exam-
ine ourselves and see where we have been,
where we are and where the Lord wants us
to be. This message gives us the opportu-
nity and challenge to do just that. Since we

have been raised to a new life in Jesus, we
are told to “seek those things which are
above.” We are to focus our thoughts on
heavenly things and not earthly things. We
are to set our minds on the things of God
and on the things that bring glory to Him.
We are to allow a heavenly perspective to
govern our earthly walk. Every decision,
every activity, every plan and purpose is
to be considered in light of eternity! This
could be the year our Lord returns. May
this realization cause us to intensify our
effort to get the gospel to a lost world.

Our missionaries have reported 1,218 sal-
vation and 71 baptisms for the month of
December. Since June, a total of 8,081 pro-
fessions of faith and 545 baptisms have
been reported. To God be the glory, great
things He has done! Let us pray that more
souls will be saved and lives changed in
this New Year through the work of our dedi-
cated missionaries.

As of December 31st, we have reached
78% of our $350,000,000.00 Thanksgiving
Offering Goal. Offerings are still coming in,
so by the end of January we should be
able to report that grand total. May the
Lord use you in an even greater way to
accomplish His will for 2015.

Apart from our Project in Sri Lanka we
are launching another mission-project for
the year 2015.

For the Country of Cameroon in

Westafrika we are planning to sart a mission
that is church- planting enterprise. At the
same time we want to support a village way
in the bush there who have to walk 15 miles
to get fresh water for the families by
facilitating a water well for them.

We are sending a young minister of our
work here in Germany who is a native of
Cameroon und whom I licensed, ordained
and trained to launch the mission- project
there.

He will first register the new work with
the government and establish the
beginnings.

We ask your prayers as we move forward
in His service.

Editors Note:

This is a picture of Andreas Fraund and
his family. He is currently working with his
dad in Germany. They have a mission works
of their own and is doing a tremendous
job. He could use some support. If a church
would like to know more about him and the
work you can contact the editor.

Monterrey, Casanare. Colombia, S.A.
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

We had a baptism service  in the Baptist
Mission in Fusa. This lady was saved 12
years ago but she was not baptized.  Her
family are staunch Catholics and they
pressured her to not be baptized.  She
struggled with going against her family for
years but in the end she had to do right
and follow the footsteps of Jesus and
become baptized.
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Pictured is the Monterrey Temple in
construction and the congregation having
Christmas services.  In the Christmas
service we had 40 present with 5 first time
visitors and 3 professions of faith.  We
praise God for these who accepted Christ
as their personal savior.

We thank God for your prayers and your
continued financial help.  God has blessed
us with souls being saved in the month of
December in the mission work in
Monterrey, Colombia.

Bogata, Colombia
Gilberto Pinzón, Missionary
PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION

We had good Christmas services and
gifts for all the children, several brethren
were gone because vacation time.

We hold a pastors and leaders breakfast
when pastor Kirk Parnell came to preach
the closing school exercises. He
encouraged us to continue strong in faith,
fellowship and work Amen

I had the privilege to help to translate a
revival preaching for the Monterrey MBC
in Casanare, Colombia. Brother Robert
Ledford, pastor of the Landmark MBC, in
Madison, FL, did a great job preaching.
There were 7 professions of faith and one
candidate for baptism. Please continue to
pray for this work as they are constructing
the building.

The Quiroga MBC Had a special service
celebrating Her 20th anniversary, They
gave a special Appreciation Certificate to
all the churches which have been helping
to work with them.

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionary

My second wedding in Belize December
13th: It is a huge blessing to see the fruits
of God’s Word taking hold in people’s lives.
It is also my great honor to be asked to
have a part in conducting the wedding cer-
emony for Mr. Jose and Mrs. Merlyn
Portillo.

Building relationships on the field is a
long and sometimes arduous process.
While the wonderful people of Belize are
kind and readily accept strangers and new-
comers (yes, even after four years we are
still new-comers), it takes much time and
effort to build the trusting relationships
necessary to see the gospel produce its
fruit.

We focus a great deal in reporting to you
the men, young and old who are attending
scriptural New Testament churches and
seminary classes because it is not at all
common to have men in church or boys
after a certain age. The future of the Lord’s
work in Belize depends on their continued
faithfulness and others’ like them.

Bro. Kirklynn is a third semester student
at BMBI and has expressed his desire to
complete his seminary studies at Texas
Baptist Institute in Henderson, TX. Unity
MBC, Texarkana, TX has voted to sponsor
him and he will begin classes in February
2015.

Kirklynn is a tremendous preacher al-
ready and has great potential for leader-
ship and continued church planting work
in Belize. I ask you to please keep him in
your prayers and consider helping him with
his needs as he completes his preparation
in seminary. For additional information
please contact Pastor John Bryant at Unity
MBC.

Project Levant
Joel Dillahunty, Missioanry

Back to Israel: My family and I spent 2
1/2 weeks in Israel. We used this time
gathering information on the cost of living.

Prices are very high in Israel, i.e.: Fuel
$7.30gl, eggs- $7.00dz, whole chicken-
$2.50b, Israel Pepto Bismol- $9.41, Trash
pickup for the apartment- $100.00 per month.
This visit confirmed our call to Israel. We

had planned on staying until the first week
in January, but the archaeology dig did not
work out so we saved money by coming
home early.
During most of the trip we were able to stay
with John and Sue Melancon in their new
apartment. They had just moved in and had
no furniture, but they were gracious hosts.
John and I were finally able to find a
furniture store so a kitchen table made a
world of difference.

During our visit we were there for
Hanukah. Each night a candle was lit or a
light was placed on the Menorah. It was a
joy seeing the excitement of these people
each night.

We were able to meet some great people
at local coffee shops and different
businesses. I also gathered information on
the different classes and courses I can take
when we make our move.

I think the highlight of my trip was
meeting Joseph. Joseph is the owner of a
local store and pastor of a Messianic Jewish
Congregation. His knowledge and
information was a valuable resource to me.
A friendly man and I look forward to many
years of friendship.

We have several churches still praying
about being our sending church. As you
can guess the holidays were first and
foremost on people’s minds. We hope
things spring into action after the first of
the year.

I have an open schedule for the year. If
you would like for me to visit please let me
know.

Costa Rica Missions
Walter Goulding , Missionary

Usually used in birthday parties, a
neighbor of one of our families wanted to
give The Way children ¡una piñata! for
Christmas …… plus grab bags with cookies
&candy.

The baby and two toddlers were offered
first swats at the piñata. Finally, its contents
were spread around on the floor. The
toddlers got their share before we let the
older children dive in.

Some six years before Canaan was
organized into a church, the Castillo family
led the singing and sang specials. The
family is spread out now over four churches
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and two countries, but they came and sang
for us December 14. The mother joined The
Way last Sunday. I am in dire need of a
reliable means of transportation for the
ministry – not only for ministry in the local
area, but mainly so I can attend
the ministry in Cartago as needed. At this
writing the vehicle is working at about 80%
efficiency, and I was able to go to Cartago
last Tuesday. But, more often than not, I
must cancel or delegate meetings because
the vehicle “just won’t make it.” It’s a 2003
Hyundai Starex 12-passenger van that
either needs some serious repair or
replacement. Will you please make it a
matter of prayer? Thank you for your
support.

Russia
Lynn Raburn, Missionary

Saying goodby to St. Petersburg:  Our
ministry seems to include a lot of goodbyes
and that is not always easy! It was hard to
say goodbye to Saint Petersburg, Russia
when we left December 20. During the four
months we served in Saint Petersburg, we
learned to really love the city and we miss
being in our little apartment on
Furstatskaya street. It was especially hard
for us to say goodbye to the students,
faculty, and staff at International Academy.
They were so much a part of our lives and
we became really close to them. We miss
them and we pray God’s best for them!

We also had to say goodbye to Kevin
and Tammy Plaster, Jodie and Gabby
Vesely, Holly Couch, and Shaye and Lisa
Fountain. We will greatly miss the regular
fellowship with these great missionaries.

We owe a special debt of gratitude to
Tammy Plaster and the Board of
International Academy for allowing us this
wonderful opportunity of ministry. May
God bless you and IA in the years to come.

Moving on: We have enjoyed three weeks
in the USA with our family for the holidays
. Now it is time to move on. Next for us is
Thailand and Myanmar. In the near future
is the World Missions Seminar. We hope
to see you there!

Registration forms for the World
Missions Seminar can be downloaded at
www.lynnraburn.com

France
Jason Clark, Missionary

We had a great month of December. The
main events were the AVF Christmas Dinner
and the Christmas program.

The AVF Christmas meal was Saturday
the 13th. There were about 60 people
present. The meal lasts several hours, and
it is a good occasion to get to know the
people that are sitting at your table. I sat
with an interesting couple.

The wife was Catholic, and the husband
was protestant who turned atheist. I had a
good conversation with him about God,
religion, and church planting. He gave me
his business card and we hope that they
will accept an invitation to come over after
the holidays. I was able to talk with other
people during the event, and as president I
had to give a speech as well. Lauren
worked with the kids on Wednesdays to
prepare a Christmas skit. It was good for
the children because they really became
familiar with the Christmas story. We had
four visitors for the service and everyone
enjoyed the skit and services.

Right after the services our family left
with Lauren to get away a few days and
enjoy the Christmas season in Alsace, the
region of France next to Germany.  It is
known for it’s beautifully decorated
Christmas markets. We enjoyed seeing the
markets at Strasbourg, Colmar, and Frieberg.
The kids enjoyed the ice skating most of
all.

Other news... I was able to meet three
new parents at our last kids’ game. I started
playing basketball for another team in a
neighboring town. The coach in Limoux
wanted to scale back, which allowed me to
play with another team and meet other
people. (The coach of this new team we
met through the kids’ games two years
ago.) Lauren invited me to her Christmas
party, where I met some new people as well,
and she shared the gospel through the
story of the candy cane. Pray for our work
this year, that God will bless our efforts
with more people coming to the services,
and that we can see people saved and lives
changed. God bless.

G O L D C OA S T, AU S T R A L I A
The Miller Family

December was a very eventful month for
us. We had 2 baptisms in the month of
December, but unfortunately weren’t able
to get pictures on the day. Oh well, that
doesn’t make them any less baptized!

We also had our annual Carols by
Candlelight and a Christmas Story outreach
service on Christmas Eve. We have
managed to crack a bit of a cultural code
with this particular event and because of
that it was a spectacular success.. We had
just over 200 people with us for the
evening, which is about 25% growth
compared to the previous year. Most of
those people are unchurched. I had the
privilege of very clearly sharing the good
news of the Gospel as the reason we
celebrate Christmas. It was really a positive
and encouraging thing for all of us
involved to have the opportunity to serve
that many people on Christmas Eve. Pray
that the seed will be watered and grow and
of course please keep praying for us! -Chris
Sending Church: East Somerset Baptist
Church, Somerset Kentucky.

Jungle Bible School
Lamb Ministries
Jim Gage, Missionary

IF GOD WILL: This nugget, tucked away
in God’s Word was pronounced by Moses
to the tribe of Asher. Their allotted portion
and inheritance was to be rugged terrain.
So God would give them special sandals to
travel their paths. A “PATH” is defined as
a road less traveled. “If you want to
succeed you should strike out on new
paths, rather than travel the worn paths of
accepted success,” said Rockefeller. He
also said, “Don’t be afraid to give up the
good to go for the great.”

The Jungle ministry continues to show
God’s hand. It is awesome to watch Him as
He moves. While He requires us to walk by
faith, He always provides evidence of His
presence. So, as we begin 2015, we know
that He is already there. For us, however,
these are new paths to be traveled.

There are several new friends and
churches that have chosen to travel this
ministry with us. Truly we are grateful.
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Prayer and financial partners make the trip
easier and more fruitful. It’s like God is
giving us iron shoes for traveling and
working grace.

Japanese Missions
 Shin Kamoda, Missionary
Greetings from Hachioji City, Tokyo!

I’d like to greet you with much joy in my
heart, because a young brother in Christ,
Souta Hoshino (age 12), was baptized in
November. His mother, Sister Hoshino, has
taken him to our church since he was a
baby. I’ve been watching him grow both
physically and spiritually. He’s faithful in
attendance for S.S. and worship services.
He now learns how to be a good Christian.
His father is a Catholic. So, please, pray for
his father’s salvation.

By the Grace of our Lord, believers in
this mission congregation faithfully attend
and serve Him. Your prayers are being
answered. There is a small group in Bible
study.  Mrs. Kim and Mrs. Ito are relatively
new. Mrs. Kim needs to be saved. We study
the first epistle of John. It contains much
information about salvation. Please, pray
for her salvation.

I attended the Ordination service for a
graduate of J. M. B. Seminary, Bro. Tokuchi.
He was unanimously recommended by the
ordination council and ordained by Aya
Baptist Church. The annual Bible
Conference of J. M. B. Seminary was held
on Nov. 24th, when Pastor Oda preached
on “Hebrew, God’s people’s language” and
I preached on “Greek language being used
to spread the Gospel”. Over 60 people
attended, among whom were seven from
this mission. Brother & Sister Lawson were
present and encouraged us all. I officiated
the wedding ceremony for Mr. & Mrs. Ishii
at our chapel. And I have given another
couple Pre-marital Counseling, for whom
I’ll officiating in January. These are parts
of my work for the Lord. All prayer partners
and supporters are taking part in all of them.
I’m overwhelmed with gratitude.

Christchurch, New Zealand
Landol Swinney, Missionary

 Greetings from New Zealand! We hope
you all have a blessed New Year in 2015.

We expect to have a very busy year! We
want to keep you updated on what is
happening in the ministry here in New
Zealand. So we have set up some new
means of communication for you in
addition to the Newsletters that will be
mailed out.

1. We are up-dating the mailed
Newsletters and financial receipts so they
can be sent out regularly.

2. We now have a ministry e-mail address
that you can use to communicate directly
to us concerning the work here. It is:
swinneyministry.co.nz. Please send your
e-mail address to be added to the mailing
list.

3. I will be setting up a Facebook group
page for my ministry to keep our supporting
churches up to date. Barbara has already
set up a group page (Barbara’s Tidbits)
where she post updates from time to time.

4. We will be placing the Newsletters on
the abanews web page and also posting in
various newspapers.

5. We will be setting up a Web Site (as
soon as we agree on a name).

It is our prayer that in 2015, you all will
be better kept up to date on what is
happening to your Missionary family in
New Zealand.

We want to say thank you for your
support for us through your offerings and
your prayers in the past years. In this New
Year, we look forward to being able to
share our ministry with you.

Thailand
David Leak , Missionary

My arrival on Sunday night, November
9th went very well! After landing in Chiang
Mai at around 12AM, I got my luggage
together and went through Customs, I was
in my room at M&D Mansion (don’t allow
the name to mislead you) at around 1AM.
Monday the 10th, was very surreal for me
after being gone for almost 2 years! The
1st week was really good and then the
adjustment began and honestly, I am still
adjusting to being back; although, it is great
to be back in Thailand and also to finally
get moved into the room that I had before
at M&D; it feels…“more like home”!

An unexpected setback, but I plan on

moving forward for Christ and Thailand!
The TESOL that I began to attend in

Bangkok was sorely misrepresented and
nothing like it was told to me, or the other
students. Because of this, myself and
another student; an 8 year College
Professor from Australia, withdrew from the
course. A total of 3 students enrolled in the
class and I assumed at first it was going to
be an advantage to us all, but that wasn’t
the case. Normally they would have 2
instructors in the classes; in ours there was
only one, and so consequently there
wasn’t the benefit of more personalized and
individualized attention to each student. It
was very rushed and after much prayer, I
chose to withdraw and returned to Chiang
Mai. I have since resumed Thai language
classes at Cornerstone Language School
on January 6th. The teacher has begun a
review on a one-on-one basis and classes
are going very well! This will benefit me to
move ahead quicker and get back on track
where I was when I unexpectedly left for
furlough because of the 2 emergency
surgeries I had in 2012. Brent Rosendal has
suggested that I pray about and consider
moving to the village where they now live
either this April or May and I have begun
to pray about that decision as well and ask
you to please join me in prayer concerning
this too. There are a lot of great benefits
that I will share in subsequent reports!

Ukraine Missions
David Bostick, Missionary

Several records were set in the month of
December. The first record was that the Kid
English Club outgrew their meeting room.
We had a record attendance of 23 primary
age kids three weeks in a row. In addition
to these kids coming to English Club, there
are 8-10 of them who began coming to Kids
Bible Club on Saturday and then they
wanted to know if they could come to SS
and church on Sunday! Praise the Lord!
So, we set a record for Kids Bible Club and
SS as well. Please pray for these kids as
they are the future of this church.

The adult English Club has seen 12
different people since we began holding
meetings. However, it seems as though we
can’t get all 12 of them to show up at the
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Interstate
Missions

same time. We were excited that one came
to Church this month. We have one man
who is very eager to talk about the Bible.
He has told us that he is not working, but
studying his Bible. He is a refuge from
Crimea. Pray that David and him will be
able to have a good long talk because he
does not totally understand salvation or
the Bible.

The teens English Club and Youth
Worship Services are holding there own.
The teens have this terrible crazy schedule
with TONS of work. As the month rolled
along more and more of them began coming
back as they finished exams and classes.
We ended our month with a Christmas
Celebration Church Service. We used it as
an outreach tool. Westerners celebrate
Christmas December 25 and here in Ukraine
Christmas is Celebrated on January 7. So,
we split the difference. We were so excited
as we had 48 people in attendance.

Lighthouse Ministries
Toby Cribbs, Missionary

God has blessed again this year. Below
are the statistics for the year Studies
completed 4790—Bibles given out 211—
Birthday Cards 103 Bible Dictionaries 36—
Large Print Bibles 33—Study Bibles 11—
New Students 524—Saved 35. We have
reached into 594 Jails and Prisons across
America.

WHO WILL BE FIRST: Who will be first
to help us purchase the Book Finisher? We
need to raise about Fourteen Thousand
Dollars. The Book Finisher we have now
will need to be replaced very soon. Please
mark checks Book Finisher.

CHRISTMAS CARDS—.CHRISTMAS
COOKIES: We gave out 817 Christmas
Cards and 190 bags of cookies to inmates.
Thanks to Hillside BC, Knoxville, TN and
Landmark BC, Pensacola, FL. for the funds
to purchase them.

HELP IN THE OFFICE: Since our
daughter and family have moved to Ohio

my wife (Bert) is now able to help more in
the office. She takes care of all the Bibles
Studies getting them ready to mail out.
Brother Stan Smith from Sulphur Spring
MBC, Selmer, TN. came over one week and
helped in the office.

LITERATURE: Thanks to  Eastern BC,
Rock Hill S.C. for the Sunday School
Literature.

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY
Pickens County Jail, Jasper, GA – The men

are really liking the study on the Church
Covenant. More and more are coming to
the Bible Study. The inmates were thankful
for the Christmas Cards. Here we are not
allowed to give out cookies.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN  -  Brother
Ray Harper led one to the Lord in Pod B.
The men really liked the Christmas Cookies
They all were thankful for the cookies and
Christmas Cards..

Fannin County Jail, Blue Ridge, GA –Since
we have a turnover of inmates we have
started over the Bible Lessons I have
written.

Edinburgh, IN
Willie Davenport, Missionary

This month I was able to travel to our
Sponsoring Church, Grace in Jonesboro AR,
and help out on the new MBSF Center! This
new facility has been a part of their vision
for many years and I am blessed to be a part
of the labor!

Of course at home we are continuing to
see God’s blessings as well as He contin-
ues to work among His people. Thank you
so much for all your prayers and support!
God bless!

Black Hills MBC
Rapid City, SD
Norman Pierce, Missionary

Thank you for your love, prayers and
support. December was a good month. Our
fellowship and services were encouraging
and uplifting. We also enjoyed our
Christmas dinner. The fellowship was a time
of joy and service. December was a time of
sharing Jesus. Several were invited to
church. Only a few of them chose to worship
with us. We will continue to share Him with
and encouraged them to trust and serve
Jesus.

We thank God for the privilege of
serving Him in 2014. Pray with us for these
whom we shared Jesus. May they realize
that they really do need Him.

Pray for us that in 2015 we will be able
to reach more people with the salvation
message, and that they will trust and serve
Him.

Clovis MBC
Clovis, NM
Jack Spencer, Missionary
Here we are in 2015. We have been on the
mission field in Clovis for nine years.
There have been many ups and downs-
the same as any other mission or church.
We covet your prayers. We had our oldest
member go to be with the Lord this last
year and another of our long time members
has been put on hospices. Our members
are faithful to attend and we are still
reaching out to other. Pray the Lord will
increase our blessings in 2015.

M.A.M.
Christopher Cartwright, Missionary

Praise the Lord for another blessed
month in the ministry. The Lord continues
to get us through challenges He has put
us in, and we pray that the Lord will
continue to meet them.

Once again, we had our annual
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. This
time, we had it at that home of the
Guatemalan congregation. It was a most
spiritual experience with the theme,
“Because the Lord Jesus Christ came, I
live.” We had Biblical readings, sang
Christmas carols, lit candles and had a
devotional message. God bless our
ministry to do such a wonderful service.

I thank God for the opportunities to fill
in and preach at Calvary Baptist Church
in Milford this past month in the Adult
Sunday School Class.

Well, the countdown is on, and it is one
month to go before I go on my
Evangelistic Campaign in Nicaragua in
February 2015. So far, all preparations are
going as planned.  The set of gospel tracts
for Salvador Lopez of Bethel Baptist
Mission that were sent on Nov. 24 have
arrived there on Dec. 15, and the gospel
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tracts for Bro. Magdiel Bermudez Real have
been sent out on Dec. 22. All that need to
be done is to send our the gospel tracts for
Bro. Roberto Baltodano and Managua
Baptist Church.

Please pray that all will be accomplished
in the Lord’s will and timing, so that the
seed of the Word of God can fall on good
ground of the hearts of Nicaraguans and
that the churches there will be
strengthened.

Traverse City, Michigan
Anchor Landmark Missionary Baptist
Philip Wysocki, Missionary

December was a great month here at
Anchor Landmark Baptist. We had our
Christmas Program during the morning
worship on the 21st. All the kids that have
been attending participated. (Even Little
Lucy, who is 1) They did a great job
presenting, “What God Wants for
Christmas”. We had 27 in attendance and
many stayed around for our fellowship
lunch afterward.

Our Christmas Eve Service saw 16 in
attendance. Those present took a
“Christmas Quiz” testing how much of what
we believe is tradition, and how much is
actually Biblical. Everyone enjoyed the
service, with many asking for the quiz so
they could test their friends and relatives
during their personal festivities.

We had 27 in attendance again during
morning worship on December 28th. That
means we ended the year on a high. (It was
a different 27 however) If we could get
everyone to be present at the same time,
we could be well over the 30 mark!

Ashland, MO
Amburg, Missioanry

We have had so much to celebrate at
Heartland Baptist in the months of
December and January! The birth of our
Lord and Savior was our theme for
December and we celebrated with the
salvation of Leah Miller. This young lady
is a Freshman in High School and has been
attending church since the very beginning.
She really struggled with the idea that
regardless of her works, or lack there of,
she could be assured of heaven. Praise The

Lord on December 17th, 2014, she settled it
all!

Our blessings at Heartland Baptist
continued to flow into the New Year. On
the first Sunday of 2015, Robert (Buddy)
and Linda Wells came forward publicly
professing their faith in Christ and ask to
unite with our church family! We are thrilled
to have them. They have the heart of
servants and have been such a blessing
already to Heartland Baptist.

Have you heard the wonderful News?!
We are expanding! Heartland Baptist has
currently been leasing only half of the
building that was once the old Ashland
Library. We have a current seating capacity
of 49. We are growing a little at a time and
began praying about the other side
opening up to us. God’s timing is perfect.

The other side of our building became
available last month and we have since
began to work to have a larger auditorium.
This was a leap of faith for us but we are
trusting God to help us fill every seat. We
know if we are willing vessels, He is able to
bless!

We ask that you pray with us that God
will help us meet this financial need and we
would see souls come to know Him and
spiritual growth as well.

New Life MBC
Brownsstown, IN
Mike Weiler, Missioanry

December wrapped up two and a half
years on the field in Brownstown. I am
amazed at the blessings God has brought
to us—even just in the past year. Last
January, we were looking for a new building
as we had outgrown our old one. God
blessed us with a 5,120 square foot building.
Also, God blessed us with pews to have
appropriate seating for a church building,
and He provided funds to remodel the
building. Thank you to all the people God
used to do this work. God is good, and He
has truly blessed us!

The blessings continued into December.
The Michigan State Ladies Auxiliary asked
me to attend their meeting, present God’s
Word, and report about our work. They
greatly blessed me and my family! We
received many Christmas gifts from the

ladies of the Michigan churches during this
meeting. They bought gifts for my boys
and showered all of us with one of the
biggest Christmases we ever had. I have
never been so speechless in all my life (for
those who know me well, this is amazing!).
I cannot express enough appreciation for
this great blessing. Thank You! I also want
to thank all the churches who encouraged
us by sending Christmas cards and love
offerings and by praying for us. You are all
a blessing to us!

Our attendance at New Life was lower
this month. I believe this is in part due to
holiday traveling, but God still blessed our
services. Our people gave $651.00 in
December toward the Fourth Quarter
Interstate Mission Development offering.
Even though we did not meet our goal of
$2,500, I believe God moved among the
people. This was a step of spiritual
maturity, and I was blessed by their giving.

As we move forward into the new year, I
am praying that our people will become
more committed to serving their Lord
through New Life. I am praying that God
will continue blessing us throughout 2015.
Thank you for reading, and Happy New
Year!

New Beginnings
Jack Slay, Director

Greetings From McCaysville, GA. Let’s
begin by giving Praise to the Lord for what
he has done through this ministry over the
past year. Looking back and reflecting on
the many opportunities that were placed in
front of us this past year, I can say without
a doubt that God was with us every step of
the way. In our jails, prisons, or in our local
community, we were truly blessed with the
many occasions to share the gospel of
Christ.

Looking forward to the new year, it is
our fervent prayer to be a more bolder
witness for Christ. Let us all go forward
with a renewed commitment and a sense of
urgency for our Lord and Savior to reach
those that are lost for the cause of Christ! I
know you will be praying with us over the
months to come.

The Holy Spirit is continually moving in
our church services at our local jails, we
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are seeing consistent increases in the
number of men and women that come to
church on a weekly basis, and God is
clearly giving the increase. During the past
year we have seen over 300 men and women
ask Jesus to be their personal savior. I
realize its not about the numbers, but that
should make a Baptist Shout ! Praise God !

The Lord has burdened our hearts to
help in our local community. Over the past
year, with the Lords provision, we were
blessed to provide our teachers with much
needed school supplies, children and
adults with warm coats, heat for the elderly,
plumbing repairs, even a bicycle for a little
boy for Christmas. God has assuredly
blessed this ministry with donations, and
financial assistance to aid these folks in
need.

First Heritage Baptist Mission
 Fayetteville, NC
Mike Jones, Missionary

As we entered the Month of December,
spirits were high as the name of God was
posted on billboards and church signs. As
the Christmas season approached in
Fayetteville, Christmas music seemed to be
playing in almost every store and there were
lights, singing and bells all around. It was
if just for a moment that people were united
by the “Spirit of Christmas,” as people I
met were calling it. I found it to be a
wonderful opportunity in Fayetteville to
tell people about the “true” meaning of
Christmas, and where that real spirit of
Christmas comes from.

During the month of December I knocked
on doors in 8 neighborhoods inviting
people to come and be a part of our
services. Although we have not seen
results yet, seeds were planted and the
word is out about what God is doing in our
midst.

One of my favorite verses as I get weary
from getting doors closed in my face is
Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now unto him that is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the
church Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen.”

I believe that God is a God that we all can
expect Great things from, and we expect

Great things from a Great God here at First
Heritage.

We are still currently meeting at the Reid
Ross School Gymnasium but through the
month of December our average has been
around 25 with a High of 31 in morning
worship. We have several new families
attending that I believe God is dealing with
to join our congregation. We are 16
members strong and pray that by this time
2015 we will be more than double that. I
believe that we are a congregation that
Loves the Lord and leads the lost. To carry
on what a preacher told me once: “If you
lead people to Jesus, God will lead people
to your church.

Sheridan First Baptist
Alan Schoeff, Missionary

December proved to be a good month for
the mission. I am happy to say that Grayson
Wittbrod accepted Jesus as his savior.
Grayson and two of his siblings came
forward to ask about baptism late in
November. As he and his father, Tim, sat
with me discussing baptism it became
apparent that Grayson was not saved. So,
we backed up the train and I shared the
gospel and he accepted Jesus. Now, please
pray for his father to do the same!!

Grayson’s father, Tim, is a faithful guest
who was raised in the Methodist tradition.
He believes in God and Jesus but has never
been born again.

BIG NEWS for our town! There is a new
employer moving to Sheridan. That might
not be news in your town, but in our
community of approximately 3000 people
every new employment opportunity is a
blessing. This is not a high end top paying
business, but nevertheless, it will provide
about 30 new jobs. Those might be jobs
that would change a life style for some of
those to whom we minister. Praise God from
whom all blessings flow!

SNOW news is GOOD news. For the
month of December, we have had ZERO
snow days. Last year by this time we had
already seen several inches of snow and it
all seemed to fall on Saturday night or
Sunday morning. This year we are just now
entering the coldest weather but so far, God
has been gracious and we have missed no
worship due to inclement weather.

We are making a big push to organize
the mission. We seek your help! First,
please PRAY. Pray that God would continue
to bring new souls into His kingdom and
HIS church. Pray that God would bring the
right man to assume the pastor leadership
of the church at her organization. Pray that
God will clearly make known His location
for our next church plant. Pray that Jesus
would be honored and glorified in all we
do. Second, please GIVE. Your financial
support has been, is and will continue to
be vital to our ministry in Indiana. We are
humbled by those who have given and
those who are giving even now. We know
that it is a sacrifice that you make in order
to support what God is using us to do. We
thank you for your care and financial
partnership with us on this journey. Our
sending Church, has nominated us for the
IMD funds. When you receive your ballot,
we would greatly appreciate your vote to
help us pay off our building note. Once
that is done we will convert the monthly
payment into a partial salary for a pastor.
This is part of our organization goal. Please
help reach this goal with your generous
giving.

Walla Walla, WA
LIVING WATER MISSIONARY
BAPTIST
Walt Emry, Missionary

Cutting A Christmas Tree: On  Saturday
the 13th of Dec I was invited by one of our
visiting families to go with them to cut
down our own Christmas Tree. A six pick-
up caravan drove about an hour and a half
to a remote place in the Blue Mountains
and we hunted down our desired tree. Our
house has eleven foot ceilings so, needless
to say I cut down the biggest one. It sure is
much bigger than it appeared before I cut it
down.

Attendance: Our attendance, once again,
continues to fluctuate every week. We
averaged 20 this past month on Sunday
Morning, with a high of 23. There are just a
handful of us for midweek and Sunday
evenings, so we’re low on those evenings.
We are still having first time visitors and
many repeat visitors. Our outreach is
beginning to pay off. To God be the glory!
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

The new year has arrived and we are very busy in Texarkana getting ready for the arrival of the pressin February and beginning the Vacation Bible School seminars around the region.Because of some issues, the holidays (Christmas and New Years) and equipment break down, we arestarting mail out a little late for the spring quarter.  The mail out will be well under way by the time youreceive this article.  The warehouse began the mail out working overtime due to the late start.The stitcher broke down just before Christmas, but we were unable to get the factory repairman in untilafter New Year’s.  Over a week of stitching was lost because of the time of the break down.  The factoryrepairman talked with our press foreman and told him what parts to order.  The parts were here when therepairman arrived from Florida.  It took most of one day to repair the stitcher.  The stitcher is fourteenyears old and this is the first time that it was necessary for the factory repairman to come to do any repairs.The press ran two shifts a day for about a week to catch up with the production schedule.  Once the presswas caught up, and the stitcher was repaired, the stitcher was run for two shifts a day until all books werefinished.The new ten-unit press should arrive the second week of February.  It should be up and running byFebruary the twentieth.  The excitement is building as we near the time.  The floor has been prepared for thenew press.  The electrical wiring has been done for the installation as well.The new press will require that our pressmen get some additional training time on the new press.  Theyshould be trained in about a week after the installation is complete.The ten-unit press will greatly reduce the press time needed to print a book.  About twenty days perquarter should be saved in printing of literature each quarter.  Presently, all four-color books must be runthrough the press twice to get all the color work completed for each signature of the book.  When the newpress is installed, it will require only one pass through the press to complete each signature of the book. Thatis how we will be able to save the twenty days per quarter.The Vacation Bible School workshops will begin in late February.  Please check the VBS website(www.bogardpress-vbs.org/seminars) to see the date, time and location of each seminar.You can order your VBS sample kit directly from Texarkana.  If you are attending one of the seminars,you can purchase a sample kit while attending the seminar because we will have a VBS store at each of theseminars.  You will be able to charge to your church if your church already has an account with BogardPress.Please continue to pray for the staff in Texarkana as we serve the Lord and His churches.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

Setting a priority every day is important. A priority will keep you on track to accomplish important tasks in the
proper order from day to day. The word priority is an interesting word. It finds its roots in the word prior.
Ironically, the plural priorities is used today without any thought of the apparent contradiction. A priority by
definition is one thing that takes precedence over something else. A book I am currently reading states that the
word priority was used in the singular for 500 years. Only in the 1900s did the word take on its plural usage,
perhaps in an attempt to justify the busy lives people had come to live.

The tragedy of living a life that is too busy is how this directly affects one’s spiritual walk with God and
fellow believers. The Bible warns the child of God about letting things come first in his life before God. Jesus
said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”
(Matthew 6:33).

What are good daily  “priorities” to add to one’s life? Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love the
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind. This priority has the power to affect not only one’s life
but the lives of those people around the child of God. Imagine the impact upon a community or city if every
church member or believer loved the Lord first and foremost as a priority in his life.

Another priority is a daily reading of the Word of God accompanied with prayer. The psalmist wrote, “Thy
word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11). The same psalmist wrote, “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (verse 105). The Daily Devotional book produced by
Bogard Press provides a reading through the Bible chart. This book is a convenient size that you can keep at
your favorite place to read your Bible. A checklist of boxes is provided alongside the reading list to help you keep
up with every day’s reading.

Yet another priority to be found in a child of God’s life is daily sharing what God has done for you. He has
saved you and given you eternal life. He has sealed you with the Holy Spirit of promise, “which is the earnest of
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:14).

Every child of God should tell the unsaved about Jesus Christ. If you believe that Jesus is the only name
given under Heaven that can actually save, how much more should witnessing be a part of your daily life?
Matthew 28:18 states, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.” Brother Paul Goodwin used to say these are the
church’s marching orders. As you go, evangelize.

Someone said that if you don’t set priorities in your life, someone or something will set them for you. These
priorities listed above, among others, should be at the top of every child of God’s daily list of things to do.

The theme for Bogard Press’ Vacation Bible School 2015 is Camp Courageous: Equipping for Life. Vacation
Bible School seminars kick off February 28 with the Publisher’s Seminar at Northern Hills Baptist Church in
Texarkana, Arkansas. Please go to www.bogardpress-vbs.org and click on the Seminars link to find a seminar
near you. You will also find important information concerning resources and music for VBS 2015. A catalog and
order form both may be downloaded from this site as well.

Contact Bogard Press in Texarkana for more information on VBS and other study materials to assist you in
your Christian education.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

DECEMBER 2014
Bessie Adams -Pensacola, FL 120.00
  TOTAL 310.00
Designated Funds:
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration   $  30.00
Tuition $233.17
TOTAL INCOME   $5,765.47  $5,756.47
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $4,167.06

EXPENSES
Utilities $ 928.31
Misc.   1,081.20
Repairs -0-
Instruction 2,200.00

TOTAL EXPENSE $4,209.51 $4,2091.51
NEW BALANCE $ -42.45

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  -960.27
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  187.66
Press Sales        -0-

Contributions
Landmark (Madison) 200.00
Pine Haven 50.00
O’Leno BC 50.00
Galilee BC 15.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 20.00

Total Income $522.66  $ 522.66
TOTAL AVAILABLE $-437.61

Expenses:
Utilities $205.69
Postage $363.46
Books $219.70
Supplies  $434.50
TOTAL EXPENSES       $885.65 $ 885.65
NEW BALANCE $-1,323.26

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $-44.45
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $-1,323.26

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $-1,598.61
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Baumhauer BC -Theodore, AL 100.00
Magnolia Springs BC -Theodore, AL 540.00
 GEORGIA
Northside MBC -Vienna, GA 30.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 35.00
Landmark -Moultrie, GA 100.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 145.00
Landmark MBC -Pensacola, FL 35.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 65.69
Spanish Trail BC -Pensacola, FL 130.00
First BC -Silver Springs,FL 25.00
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 75.00
  LOUISIANA
College Town BC -Hammond, LA 41.00
Mics:
Kevin Simmons -Pensacola, FL 200.00
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 20.00
Flex Line -Pensacola, FL 750.00
James Boree -Okeechobee, FL 100.00
 TOTAL $3,592.30
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 300.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 100.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 50.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 75.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 100.00
Cumberland  Cove BC -Monterey,TN 25.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 250.00
  TOTAL $ 1,600.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 10.00
James Smith -Gulf Breeze, FL 20.00
Paul Henderson -Grand Bay,AL 10.00
Margaret Spann -Grand Bay, AL 10.00
Frank Spann -Grand Bay, AL 100.00
K. Simmons -Pensacola, FL 40.00

O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church
O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church of High Springs Florida is

seeking a pastor. We are located approximately 25 miles north of
Gainesville, Florida, situated on 8 acres of land, and the Church is
debt-free. We are not able to fully support a pastor at this time as
our attendance is small. We are looking for a Pastor to teach us,
lead us, and grow with us. We believe in the King James version
of the Bible and very supportive of Missions. If interested, please
contact Bro. Mike Williams at mewbapt@Yahoo.com.

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
 Landmark MBC, Pensacola, FL

We are prayerfully seeking a God called preacher who is in
agreement with the ABA doctrines, uses the KJV and has the
qualification of a pastor given in Timothy and Titus. Pastor and
family must be willing to put the Lord and our church first, and
also be willing to attend our local associational meeting. The
position will need to be bi-vocational until membership increases.
Landmark was organized in 1965. Our church is debt free with a
3 bedroom parsonage on the property.

Contact: Robin Snow/ 828 N. 77 Ave, Pensacola, FL 32506/
850.456.7938/ robinsnow456@cox.net Berean Missionary Baptist Church

Berean MBC is seeking a Pastor. The minister has to be Mission
minded and believe the King James Bible is the preserved Word of
God. Must adhere to the ABA doctrines.

We are a small group. The pastor would have to work. All of our
facilities are paid for.

You can call Toby Cribbs Sr. at: 423.496.2558 - Home; 423.496.7116
- Office

Holly Creek Missionary Baptist Church
The Holly Creek MBC in rural southeast Oklahoma is looking

for a pastor. Parsonage available.
Contact:

Mark Lindly at 580.235.1687 / email: dlindly@gmail.com
Don Psborn at 580.236.1671
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PRINTING NEWS

Articles should be in the office no later
than the 10th of the month so that they
might be included in that months edition.
Mission reports are alternated so that all
may have the opportunity to be published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

News:
Most of the month of December was

spent in trying to complete the produc-
tion of “The Gospel of John” by Dr. Josh
Stacy. It has been a tremendous project
but the books are printed and being
bound. It takes longer to do a production
like this than it does a smaller book. How-
ever, we feel the effort is well worth the
effort.

The latter part of the month was spent
in trying to do some work on the Print Mas-
ter press. I damaged a roller during clean
up about a month ago and it must be fixed.
Without the roller, the press will not ad-
equately clean up. This make for a real
problem when we try and print again. We
do not have the money to call a tech to
come and do the work, we have to try and
figure it out on our own. These men get
upwards of $600.00 per day and regard-

less of how much time it takes we would
be charged for a whole day.

Plans:
Plans are being made now to try and up-

grade the perfect binder. The one we have
been using for approximately 15 years is
giving us a lot of trouble. I spent almost 3
hours trying to bind 60 books when it
should have only taken me less than an
hour. The machine is old and the electron-
ics are not properly working all the time.
There is virtually no repairing it.

Production:
The two books written by Dr. Stacy are

going to be of-
fered as a pack-
age. The two
books, which
would normally
sell for $20.00,
are being of-
fered for $18.00
and we will pay
the shipping. If

you are interested in both or just one of
them, please contact us at wfbi.  The two
volumes consist of the Gospel of John and
his Epistles.

These works
have been well
received by the
instructors who
are using them
here at the
school. They are
the text books
the class en-
titled, “The Writ-
ings of John.”

I am always prayerfully thankful for ev-
eryone who supports this ministry. I real-
ize that we have lot going on but I am so
thankful for you who have chosen to part-
ner with us in this great ministry. It has
developed into a tremendous outreach
and is growing every day.
Thank you and may His blessings always
be upon you.


