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  It is hard to
conceive that
the spring se-
mester is fast
coming to a
close. When a
semester begins,
I always tell the
students that 16
weeks sound like
a long time but

you will come to class one day and realize
that the semester is over.  Regardless of the
time involved, it has been a good semester.
The enrollment is about the same as the last
semester. So, things have really gone really
well.

At this time, the wife and I are trying to
catch up on things at home as well as things
here at the school. We both were gone for
the better part of three weeks during the month
of March. She and I were permitted to make a
trip of our lives. We were able to spend ten

days in Israel. What a wonderful trip
it was. It would take hours to even
begin to tell the stories of the things
we saw and the places we visited. I
always felt like that I would be able
to make such a journey but not in the
life. I always looked forward to re-
turning with the Lord and be able to
see all the places He traveled during
His earthy ministry. However, to be
able to go before then was such a
wonderful blessing.

Graduation is being finalized at this
time. Dr. Terry Parrish of Arkansas
will be the commencement speaker.
We are excited that he has consented
to come and be a part of this year’s
graduation. Arrangements have now
been finalized for the place to meet.
The Pinehaven  Baptist in Pensacola,
has issued the invitation to the meet-
ing. This is fine church and Dr. Jason
Douglas is the pastor.

One of the greatest needs we have
for the school at this time, is help to
repair the outside of the building. I
realize that it is a two-story building

and that presents problems. However, it is absolutely
necessary that this work be done. The offering from
the “Founders Day” celebration has been designated
for that purpose. We still have most of the offerings
from last year to go with what we collected this year
to make these much needed repairs.

“Founders Day” will have come and gone by the
time you receive this edition of WFBI News. The
services were planed for Friday, April 7, 2017. The
Bethel Baptist Church of Milton, FL was the host.
This fine church is also the cosponsor for the school
and the people are really excited to have a part in this
great ministry. If you have not sent in an offering for
this year, I ask that you do so as soon as possible.
Every offering is so much appreciated.

We continue to make improvements in the print
shop and I invite you to read the report regarding
what is happening. At the present time, there are three
new books ready for publication. One will go to press
this week and the second will be done about two
weeks later.

The Lord continues to bless this ministry.  I am
truly grateful to every individual, church, or associa-
tion that helps us in any manner. Your love and con-
sideration is always a source of joy to us all.

I pray that the Lord will continue to bless each and

everyone.
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From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

Philosophy of
Religion

March Has Arrived!

 

Last month I wrote for the Jan. and Feb. article

about all the trials I felt I was going through;

as I was feeling like Job must have felt when

he was put through all the trials the Lord had

for him.

 

I still am working on getting a roof, but they

are so far behind on giving estimates I am

still in line for a visit.

 

As for the water leak, my two plumber son’s

are coming over Sat. to fix it.  As for the fence

praise the Lord it is fixed thanks to my son

and the neighbor who did his share of the

fence replacement.

 

These trials I am going through have taught

me a lot about myself.  I need to have more

patience, which seems to be everyone’s

desire to have these days.

 

So I looked back a few articles and found a

story about the Eagle and how he weather’s

a storm.  Perhaps we all could learn a lesson

from this radiant bird.

 

The first thing I learned about this bird is he

knows when a storm is approaching long

before it breaks.  He then will fly to some high

spot and wait for the winds to come.

 

When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that

the wind will pick it up and lift it above the

storm.  So while the storm rages below, the

eagle is soaring above it.

 

He never escapes the storm; he simply uses

the storm to lift it higher.  Thus, the eagle

rises on the winds that bring in the storm.

 

What a lesson we can learn from this radiant

bird. For when the storms of life come upon

us and all of us will experience them; we can

do as the proud eagle has done and rise above

them by setting our minds and belief towards

God.

 

The storms don’t have to overcome us, if we

allow God’s power to lift us above them.  God

will enable us to ride the winds of the storm

that brings sickness, tragedy, failure and

disappointment in our lives.

 

We can soar above the storms by

remembering it isn’t the burdens of life that

weigh us down; it is how we handle them.

 

Life is too short for us to worry about what

the future will bring.  We need to allow God

to handle all of the storms of life He sends

us.

 

It is with these storms that we learn how to

trust in Him.  We need to be sensitive to His

calling, loving to His children, but most of all

and very important; we must love Him with

all of our heart.  Never forget how much He

loved us and that He will never give us

anymore than we can handle.

 

Have a great March and always praise the

Lord in everything we do.

The new discussion is going to be centered
around the subject “Is Religion Neurotic.” In
an evaluation of Sigmund Freud’s position
on religion, this statement is made; “Freud
discussed the origins of religion in a context
so antagonistic to pious sentiment that even
today psychology appears with the horns of
a devil to most religious laymen. The
conclusion to which his theories led was that
religion was basically a sign of neurosis. If
one were to infer from this that healthy person
would eschew such an infantile crutch, then
it seemed clear that psychology was the
mortal foe of religion; and religious writers
were quick to draw this inference...
Psychology marked religion with the brand
of infantility and neurosis.”

One of the observation that anyone that
may read this text book will soon see, is that
the writer never quotes from a true biblical
source. All the writers that he uses are
unbelievers. It is also obvious that the writer
was once involved in a religion of some sort,
probably, but he was a Catholic. This will help
the reader to better understand the position
from which he writes and the men from whom
he quotes.

With that said, it is necessary to take a
close look at the position he abdicates by
using the ideas from Freud.  First, he
advocates that the origin of religion was taken
from the context of “antagonistic.”  Then it is
purposed that the psychology of religion
“appears with the horns of a devil.”

It is not really clear why the word
“antagonistic” would be used in the
discussion relative to religion. The meaning
of the word “antagonism” is, “the state of
being in active opposition, hostility.” This
being the case, then it would make sense,
since Freud was totally dedicated in the
opposition of any religion. For him, it was
not just a matter of unbelief but he was
“active” in his opposition to religion.

There may be any number of things that
one may not believe, but they are not
necessarily “active” in their opposition to
what they do not believe. This was not the
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Get Free App @ www.JesusSaves.Life

1. Gets the Gospel of Jesus Christ free all over the world.
2. Navigates individuals to the nearest ABA Church in their area.
3. Has the KJV in 4 different formats with study help.
4. Can be used by all ABA Churches in Evangelism in their

communities.
5. Is obediant in the command of the LORD to preach the Gospel

to every creature.
6. Availiable free on all smart Phones and tablets, and

computers.

7. Many souls have been saved!

World-Wide Literature and Missionary Supplies
Joel Meredith, Director

The crate to Tonga was shipped, finally! There was another delay
because the trucking company failed to pick up the crate and we had
to reschedule the entire shipment. The crate missed the ship that we
intended to use and the next ship going that way was nearly a month
later. The crate will rest on the west coast a few weeks waiting to be
loaded. A couple of days can make a big difference. Praise the Lord
it will get there.

We have about 400 used school desk in the warehouse that will be
shipped to Tanzania for the school that Brother Livingstone Lambert
has started through his church. This will be the next shipment we
will schedule and it should be ready in the next few weeks. We will
wait on some books and bibles that will be sent with the desk.

We are receiving hymnals every once in a while in response to our
request. If your church has hymnals they would like to donate,
please send them to us and we will see that they are placed into
hands that will greatly appreciate them. We will take all the used
hymnals we can get. You can purchase them if that is what you
would like to do and have them sent directly to us at WWLMS, 300
Byrd Industrial Drive, Hamburg, AR 71646.

We need hygiene kits to send to missionaries. A kit consist of a
bar of soap, washcloth, tooth brush and toothpaste which are placed
in a plastic zip-lock bag. We have sent thousands of these kits over
the years and missionaries have used them as a means of making
contact and establishing a relationship with people while

trying to reach them with the gospel message of Christ. This is a
great help. This is a good project for men or ladies groups, youth
groups, class projects or even VBS goals. If you feel this is right for
your group or church we would appreciate your help.

ANNOUNCEMENT

case with any of the men from whom the quotes are used from the
book. Each of them was active in their opposition to religion.

One of the most intriguing ideas found in all of this opposition in
that, in no case, does any one of them make any attempt to discuss
the Scriptures in the context from which they are given. The only
answer to this dilemma is founded upon the bases of their rejection
of God. In their minds, there is no Holy book because there is no
Holy God. Thus, this translates into total denial.

The second idea is found in the use of the word “neurosis.” It is
one thing to band those with whom you disagree to be necrotic, but
it is entirely a different matter to prove the point. If this is the case,

then the one, from whom the accusations are coming, places
themselves in the same position. In other words, if one does not
believe that there is a true and Holy God, then they are neurotic. The
conclusion would then be that unbelief is a sign of neurosis.

It cannot be determined that something is untrue simply because
one does not wish to believe. Without a serious investigation into a
matter, it cannot be determined to true or false. There are absolutely
no fundamental bases for one to deny there is a true God, other than
there own desire. That desire can only come from one source, Satan
himself. With that said, then one is forced to deny that Satan exists.
One cannot be denied without denying the other.

The unbeliever has a very difficult position to operate within.

STANDING MISSIONARY COMMITTEE

As the Annual Messenger Meeting of the ABA draws near, the
Standing Missionary Committee (SMC) is preparing to meet in May.
At this meeting, the SMC reviews each Missionary Recommenda-
tion Form received from the endorsing church. This two day meet-
ing allows the SMC to be certain that they have gathered all the
necessary information for each missionary that will be presented to
the Messenger Body for approval at the National Meeting.

For the SMC to preform this review, it must bring together 25 men
from all over the United States. As you can imagine, this is quite
expensive. Please consider making an offering to the SMC to defray
these costs. Without churches like ours sending in offering for the
expenses of this committee, we would have to use money from the
Mission’s treasury to cover the costs.

As June approaches, let our prayers turn to God for safe travel,
sweet fellowship, and a refreshing Messenger Meeting in Daytona
Beach this year.

John Mix, Sr. Pastor
First Baptist Church, Kingstowne
Alexander, Va
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Glen Davenport

MYSTERIES CONCERNING THE
GOSPEL OF JESUS

TEXT: Rom 1:16  “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; ...”

 
INTRODUCTION:

As we come to this time of the year, I ask myself: “Why
do people respond the way they do toward the Gospel of
Jesus Christ?”
The gospel should be considered “good news” in
anybody’s book.

1.  It is a message of peace and good will!
2.  It is a message of grace and mercy!
3.  It is a message of hope and rest!

Why do people respond the way they do toward the
Gospel of Jesus Christ?
I have a few questions and some possible answers.

 
I.    Why Do People Reject The Gospel?  (John 3:19,
20)

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved.”

 
A.  The Truth convicts the sinner!
B.   The Light exposes his sins.
C.   Men (sinners) greatly prefer darkness over light -
because their deeds are evil.

darkness (skotos) shady, obscurity
light (phaos) to shine or make manifest

 
The answer:  The same man that loves “darkness” hates
“light.”

 

II.   Why Do People Rebel Against The Gospel  (John
8:45-47)

“45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me
not.
46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say
the truth, why do ye not believe me?
47 He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore
hear them not, because ye are not of God.”

 
The answer: because ye are not of God.

 
III.  Why Do People Retaliate Against The Gospel 
(John 8:40)

“But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you
the truth, ...”

 
Gal 4:16  “Am I therefore become your enemy,
because I tell you the truth?”

 
The answer: When one cannot destroy the message he

will attack the messenger.
 
IV.  What Happens When People Realize The Truth of
The Gospel   (John 3:21)

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light; that
his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought
in God.”

 
The answer: When a man realizes what faith in the gospel
of Jesus Christ can do for him,  
He can see the work of God being made manifest.
He will see his need for salvation.
His life will be changed forever.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT

  PMD

   It has been almost eighteen months
since our last trip to the Philippines, I
am excited about what has been taking
place with the two projects that are in
progress at the present time. We will be
attending the dedication Service for the
building of Landmark MBC at Ilagan City
and visiting the construction site of
Bethsaida MBC in Davao. I understand
we will also be visiting with a couple of
churches in Pampanga interested in

becoming a project of PMD.
The political climate is different than it was just eighteen months

ago, so pray that God will watch over and protect us as we travel.
Terry Parsons from Benton, AR and Bradley Wilburn from Center,
TX will be traveling with me, we will be joined by Abner Tuazon in
Manila.

It is hard to believe it was only ten years ago (Feb. 2007), that we
stepped down as pastor of Westside MBC and went full time as
Director of Promotions for PMD. We are working on number Ten and
eleven and looking at choosing number twelve. O, but God is good
and has truly blessed. It has been a joint effort by so many people,
our sponsoring church White Rock MBC, the churches here in the
states, the churches in the Philippines and the churches which were
chosen as projects were good stewards and have produced some
beautiful buildings for the honor and glory of God. It is truly humbling
to have been chosen to be a part of such a great ministry, one that
has already touched so many lives and will continue until the Lord
returns.

For the month we visited Hooks MBC, Concord MBC Omaha,
Kilgore MBC, White Rock, and Provi-dence MBC Center, also helped
County Line MBC of England AR. in a revival.

During the month we wired Landmark MBC $15,000.00, this was
the remainder of their funds, we have received for Bethseda MBC
$4,166.77 for a current balance of 30,435.96, for travel $285.00 for a
balance of 1,712.18 and salary of 1,627.l74 and a love offering of
$50.38 from Kilgore MBC.

As always, we are grateful for all the prayers and support of
individuals and churches, it goes without saying, it would not be
possible with out your willingness to submit to God by supporting
and your love for Philippine Missions.

Wayne Stringer, Director

2017 Super Bowl Outreach Houston, TX

David Hardin, Director

Pastor, Danny Mendoza, of Creekmont Baptist Church in La Porte,
TX, welcomed the Super Bowl Outreach participants saying it’s not
often a group of people will travel long distances, spending their
own money, to sleep on a gymnasium floor. He jokingly said, “they
must really be led by the Lord, or there is something seriously wrong
with them !”

The members of Creekmont Baptist Church stepped up to host the
Super Bowl Outreach (Feb. 3rd - 5th) in a big way! Special thanks
goes to Brother Bill Bugbee who coordinated all the arrangements.

We had approximately 120 participants from all over, stretching
from California to Kalamazoo, MI. We also had many local churches
participate and bring their members. It was especially exciting to see
the number of youth that turned out.

On Saturday, we had 10 teams that worked in and around Discovery
Green and on Sunday we worked around NRG Stadium. During this
weekend we passed out 10,000 John and Romans scriptures and had
the opportunity to minister and pray with many different people.

Please continue to pray for the seeds that were sown.

2017 WORLD MISSIONS
SEMINAR

FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, AR

MARCH 27 - APRIL 7
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MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

Bryan Sellers

S e c r e t a r y /
T r e a s u r e r
Missions

SELLERS REPORT

Germany

Andreas  Fraund, Missionary

Beginning Balance $1,072,990.02
RECEIPTS:

Interstate Salaries $63,934.80
Foreign & National Salaries       $58,580.33
Designated $84,855.19
Undesignated  $19,237.02

TOTAL RECEIPTS $226,607.34
BALANCE FOR SALARY/EXPENSE

$1,299,597.36
DISBURSEMENTS

Interstate Salaries $76,706.90
Foreign Salaries $18,779.20
National Salaries  $26,242.40
Designated $84,695.19
Salaries & Expenses of Sec-Treas. Office
Office Salaries $11,420.70
General Office       $2,392.12
Sec/Treas. Travel $192.23
Automobile Expense $252.96
Postage $3,840.66
Total Office $18,098.67
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS  $224,522.36

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD
$1,075,075.00

Surplus for March $2,084.98

For the month of March, I was privileged
to preach a mission’s conference in St.
Petersburg, Florida, preach at the World
Missions Seminar in Little Rock and preach
and present ABA missions at a couple of our
churches in Arkansas. Once again, “Thank
You” to each church for the invitation to
present missions and preach the Word of
God. The Lord continues to bless His
churches as we continue to make missions a
priority. This month, the missionaries

reported 764 salvations and 42 baptisms.
Since June of 2016, over 12,000 professions
of faith and over 1,600 baptisms have been
reported. What a testament to the grace of
God and faithfulness of His missionaries and
churches. “To God be the glory, great things
He has done.”

In last months’ report, I mentioned eight
missionaries in the Philippines that were
needing co-sponsoring churches this year.
So far, three of these missionaries have been
picked up, but we are still needing churches
for the remaining five men. Would you please
make this a matter of prayer? Time is drawing
near to meet the April 20th deadline to receive
the Missionary Recommendation Forms.
Please feel free to contact the missions’ office
for information concerning these brethren.

Sending churches who have not mailed in
their Missionary Recommendation Forms yet,
please do so ASAPI April 20th is a strict
deadline to receive these forms. The Standing
Missionary Cornmittee Meeting will be he Id
May 22nd and 23rd at Northern HiIIs Baptist
Church in Texarkana, AR. The meeting will
convene at 1:00 pm on Monday the 22nd.

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth laborers into his
harvest.” Matthew 9:38

This is my report for March 2017. Now I
have a regular Bible study in all municipality
covered by Bataan.Like Samal in one place
Falili Abucay,another place is  Bangkal, I give
support to Bro. Jerry, his Bible study is regu-
larly every sunday afternoon. I have 9 mem-
bers in regular bible study.Another one is
Bilolo and groups of  native aitas and some
native parent’s. But in all ministry I have two
major ministry.One is in Orion church and the
second is in Pilar church. Belonging to Pilar

church, we have 6 missions. And every week
we have regular feeding for childrens.And
also there is a new ministry in Bagac as a
missionpoint.Yesterday I conducted a bap-
tism seminar and we have 15 members willing
to get baptized.Next week I will came back
again to follow up. I am ministering in pilar
together with my associate leader Bro Dicky.
We continue spread  the gospel in 6 mission
points in Pilar,Bataan.In Orion,I teach  and I
train 5 leaders  to become pastor someday.

The leader in abucay mission is Bro Rey.
From missionary Pastor Alfredo O.Reyes
Jr.,(Bataan,Philippines)

Monterrey, Colombia, S.A.
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

Pictured is the progress of the mission work
in Monterrey, Colombia.  You see the finished
temple, the Auditorium, and the Baptistery.
Souls have been saved, baptized, and added
to the church.  Praise God!!  Carthage MBC
pastored by Bro. Dale Reed and Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church pastored by Bro.
Shotwell have so faithfully sent offerings to
pay the loan for the payment on the lot and
the construction of the Baptistery. And after
the lot was purchased our sponsoring church
led by Bro. Ledford of Landmark BC, helped
us to build the temple.  May God bless these
churches and their pastors who are support-
ing the mission work in Monterrey, Colom-
bia.

If it is God’s will, we will inaugurate the
baptistry for the first time during our revival
in May which will be preached by Bro.
Ledford of Landmark BC of Florida.
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We are sending a special invitation to Bro.
Dale Reed the pastor of CMBC of Carthage,
Tx and Bro Shotwell of Friendship BC to come
and join us if you are able.  Please pray with
us for the revival that souls will be saved for
the kingdom of God.

The Radio program has been a great
blessing to the Monterrey mission work.  We
are having new visitors in our services who
tell us they enjoyed the messages on the
radio.  Thank you so much CMBC for your
support of this ministry.

 In March we had a new family in our
services and 4 made professions of faith in
Christ.  Also, we have 2 candidates for

baptism.  Praise God for these spiritual results.

Colombia Missions
Gilberto Pinzón, missionary

PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION: Is Having
great services and spiritual decisions during
services, one profession of faith and two
candidates for baptism will be baptized next
week. Because several members are
unemployed the general fund is on red. Please
pray for Mission finances.

The Anabaptista Church of Barzal,
Villavicencio, pastor Mario Agudelo, hosted
the monthly pastors and leaders fellowship.
We had a great meeting, fellowship, prayer,
reports, preaching, food and sports.

SANTA MARTA BAPTIST MISSION:
Brothers Josh Boan, Jake Carpenter from the
Landmark BC of Madison, FL and me made a
full week Mission Trip to Santa Marta. We
were visiting, handing out gospel tracts and
invitations for services and preaching. A
lawyer, Carlos and His wife Georgina made
profession of faith. Brothers Josh and Jake
did a wonderful job. Please pray for a
property for Our Mission in Santa Marta,
Mission Growth and for Missionary

Hernando Cubillos.

Solomon Islands
Walt Emry, Missioanry
Attending WSM has been a huge blessing
for us. We have learned many things that we
will apply on the foreign mission field. We
are thrilled that God has given us this oppor-
tunity and feel that if there is anyone think-
ing of going to a foreign field, even if you’ve
been a pastor of churches in the past, this

school will help you tremendously! It is mis-
sionaries teaching missionaries!

Our target date to be on the field is August
15th 2017.  We did find out from Brother Roger
Watkins (Missionary in the Solomon Islands)
that our visas and residence permits would
cost a lot more than what we originally an-
ticipated. If any church would like to take us
on as a special project, we would be deeply
honored!

Maggie intends on using her nursing skills
when we arrive on the field, and she will be
needing some simple medical supplies.

France
Jason Clark, Missionary

March started with me being able to attend
a swim meet with Lilia. I truly enjoyed this
opportunity. Knowing that she will be staying
in the states to finish her senior year, and
then start college, it will be a while before I
am able to watch her swim again. Pray for her
as she begins to apply at colleges and seek a
swimming scholarship. I also was blessed to
see Micah in his Jr. High track meet. While
the kids were out on Spring Break, we were
able to visit with family and help out around
the home place.

There was still enough time in the month
to visit churches in Texas, Arkansas, and
Oklahoma.

The month ended (and April started) with
the World Missions Seminar, led by Lynn and
Brenda Raburn at Faith Baptist Church in
North Little Rock. It had been eight years
since we were last able to attend and we truly
enjoyed the classes, preaching, and
fellowship. We were able to spend some time
with Anthony & Niki Philips, who have
announced God’s call for their family to go to
France and are in the process of seeking a
sending church.

Pray for them as God provides for their
needs in this area, and through out
deputation. And pray for us and the work in
France.

Spain
Daaniel Estrada, Missionary

Finally we got the answer from the Spanish
government and we did get our new visas,
PRAISE GOD FOR IT! God is with us and
goes before us.

We rejoice in the Lord for the great things
He does in our lives. In the month of March

were visited by a lady named Araceli, who
rented us her apartment in 2014 when we had
just ar-rived. We’ve met with her since then
and we have been praying and sharing Christ
with her. She attended the first time in the
church where we were helping in the
beginning. Now she came to our new place
in Alhaurin and she was very happy and
blessed to visit us.

Also, we continue making contacts and
talking to people about Christ, it is very hard
but not impossible. Eloisa has found grace
in some people and we hope that the Lord
might save them.

SWEDEN EFFORTS… We continue
having bible studies every week with some
disciples in Sweden. Right now, we have two
families in Stockholm and two fami-lies in
Jönköping.

After God answered our prayers about the
Span-ish visas, we ask you to pray for us as
we visit Sweden again in the beginning of
April. We are planning to visit them and have
two special meetings in their homes. One in
each different city. We are hoping to have
several visitors in the house of Marco, this
man is a faithful one, who is working hard for
the Lord and witnessing to as many people
that he knows.

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionary

Back on the Field: After five years on the
field we finished our first long furlough and
arrived back home in Belize on March. I must
again reach out to all the individuals, pas-
tors and churches who so warmly received
us and allowed us to share our heart and
work. You made our time in the states both a
blessing and success.

Let me also, once again, express our humble
appreciation for Lynn & Brenda Raburn and
Freddy & Lisa Crook without whom we sim-
ply would not have been able to make the
trip. These amazing servants of God provided
stability and assurance to the people that
they has not been abandoned. Additionally,
they keep our worn down vehicles and liv-
ing space patched up, not an easy task; as
well as, helping us share our field of labor
and its challenges back in the states.

After being off the field it takes a bit to
“get the wheels turning” again. We spent
some time visiting with some of the people,
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pastors and churches catching up on all the
happenings while we were away, and get-
ting re-acclimated.

God bless us with a small 20’X20' space to
rent in Cotton Tree Village. We can comfort-
ably seat about 28 in the space. There is a
bathroom, but no power in our half, so we
borrow, via an extension cord, from the other
side. There are two things we are praying
about regarding this property. First, that we
can arrange to get our side wired and pow-
ered. Second, that the door opens for us ei-
ther purchase the whole place or get a long
term lease. Of course, we are excited and pray-
ing that the Lord will open the door and pro-
vide a way for us to buy it.

Romania
Mike Rogers, Missionary

Brasov: We are excited about the coming
spring, leaving the snow and ice behind we
are now in the mud and crud season. Driv-
ing becomes  more challenging as potholes
seem to pop up overnight and grow to im-
pressive size in days. March 1st heralds the
coming of spring with the giving and receiv-
ing of Mri’or (a red and white string with
tassels) and wishing everyone a happy
spring. As the weather turns warmer we will
be increasing our efforts to spread the good
news through tracts and invitations and be-
gin planning our Easter celebration.

Codlea:Things continue to go well in
Codlea. We have had good attendance, many
new visitors and several professions of faith.
We are looking forward to our first baptis-
mal service. Aurelia continues to do a great
job with the kids on Saturday and Thursday
teen meeting has brought many young
people in to the church for the first time. The
people are eager to learn the truth from God’s
word and are responding well to the study
of our doctrinal statement.

Special Needs: Thank you for the prayers
and quick response to the medical needs of
Maria and Cezar! Maria is working with her
doctor to get the first surgery scheduled and
Cezar is slowly healing from his fall. Please
keep them both in your prayers. Please keep
our son Joshua in your prayers, he has be-
gun an eight month deployment to Djibouti
Africa with the Arkansas National Guard.

Deputation: Juli and I will be returning in
September to raise support for the work here
in Romania. It has been a few years since I
have done deputation and our support has
fallen off over the years. If you are inter-
ested in hearing more about the work here
please let me know and we will schedule an
appointment.

Thailand
Danny Jones, Missionary

The past couple of months have been a
test of faith and also a testament of God’s
grace on my life. First, the surgery: colon
surgery. On the mission field, I’ve dealt with
parasitic infections and other colon prob-
lems for many years . When I returned from
Thailand last Spring, I found I had round
worms in my intestines and was able to eat
nothing more than yogurt for several weeks.
Though I got rid of the worms, I continued
to have major problems including constant
bleeding for months after the fact. The
doctors finally decided that surgery was the
answer, however after the first surgery in
December, my internal incisions ripped open.
A second, more extensive surgery was
required, and for close to two solid months,
I was confined to the bed, on massive doses
of pain medication . It is by the grace of God
that I have come through this trial, and I
praise the Lord that the surgeries have now
FIXED my intestinal problems. So, no more
fried scorpions and rice beetles for a while.

Because of the surgery, I had to forgo my
plans for Udon this Spring. However, the
work continues in my absence. The Thai and
Laotians meeting in Udon have installed A/
C in the church auditorium. Four units were
purchased by pastor Pradit, who is also an
A/C technician. We helped with one of the
units, which cost $800 each, and the Thai
people paid for the resto One was installed
in the parsonage, and the other three in the
church building. In April, there will be a
country-wide teen camp that will be held at
our facilities in Udon. Eight souls have been
saved in the past two months, and God is
blessing the work there.

SE Asia Missions
Jared Gaboriault, Missionary

 The month of March was quite busy for
us, with plenty of plane flights and taxi rides

in Southeast Asia. Our month began with a
safe and quiet (at least as quiet as our 2 year
boy will allow) 13 hour flight to Seoul, South
Korea. We then boarded another plane for a
5 hour flight to our final destination in a
restricted access country.

The Lord truly blessed our three weeks in
that country which has been a burden on
my heart for many years now. I was blessed
to be able to preach three times at local
Baptist churches there. We also found a
good international hospital, a local language
school, and worked to familiarize ourselves
with the surrounding area.

We are excited about the possibilities that
lay ahead for this ministry. Our next step will
be to apply for a longer term visa, possibly 3
months, and attend the language school that
we found on this trip. We will also need to
find adequate housing in this professional
and competitive district of the large city.

Ukraina
David Bostik, Missionary

Ukrainian culture is that March 1st is the
first day of Spring. The snow has all melted
and we are seeing our first spring flowers.
We still have cool temperatures, but more
sunshine and wind. We survived another
winter. Praising the Lord for all His good-
ness.

March was a busy month for us. the sec-
ond most celebrated holiday occurs during
March: Women’s Day—the day all females
no matter the age are celebrated and treated
special. Our Teen/Young Adult group de-
cided that the guys would cook a meal for
the girls while the girls went bowling. Every-
one had a great time. It was a lot of work, but
it was also fun and very rewarding. We had
27 in attendance.

Debra’s Ladies Bible Club continues to
meet each Saturday for a time of  Bible study
and fellowship. They are studying 10 Peti-
tions to pray to the Lord in order to walk in
better fellowship with the Lord. During the
study of one of the lessons Debra realized
the ladies who are saved had no idea of how
to share the Gospel with their family, friends,
and people. So, they spent one Saturday talk-
ing about ways to share and then they prac-
ticed on each other. Each week they now prac-
tice. It has been very interesting for every-
one and very enlightening for Debra. She is
averaging 18 ladies each week.
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Pearl MBC continues to meet each Sun-
day. We averaged 17 for the month of March.
The children’s Sunday School was studying
Old Testament heroes. But, the last Sunday
in March, they began their Easter series of
lessons. Each week they work on learning
the Books of the Bible, songs, playing
children’s bells, and memory verses along
with their lessons. They attend the Morning
Worship one Sunday out of the month to
present a program. They skipped March be-
cause they are working on a special Easter
program. The children’s SS is growing and
we are very excited for that.

Thailand
David Leak, Missionary

Everyone has been preparing for the yearly
water festival here; Song Khraan, with much
anticipation. One can see it in the expressions
of the Thai people everywhere. Seems as
though they are ready for some celebration
since the King’s death late last year. The
bright colored shirts with various flowery
patterns have been showing up everywhere;
signifying, for the most part, the return of
bright colors, from the B&W that has been
prevalent. One can still sense the grieving
that is continuing; in spite of the outward
celebrations. There are still videos being
shown on various TV channels; as well as
the B&W ribbons that continue to remind to
grieve for a very much loved Monarch as this
King surely was. He will be missed in this
“Land of Smiles”!

I reported last month that I had made the
decision to move.  I have since returned to
M&D Mansion; although, to a different, &
larger room, & worth the extra each month as
well. The cost difference will be around $10.00
a month; give or take, but it is nice to be
“back home”! It is a long story; but, I had to
make this change for financial reasons as well.
I didn’t feel that I was being a good steward
of the Lord’s money that He so faithfully
supplies me with each month through each
of you that support this Ministry that He has
given me.

SE Asia Missions
Rusty Teer, Missionary

Schools are now on summer break so we
finally have a short time to catch up with
relationships outside the school. It was good

to travel north with Mrs. Dang and her
husband (I am their driver and they are my
GPS). She’s now retired so we miss working
together with her daily. God brought us
together, and we pray we will continue to be
a part of their journey to faith.

It was good to have Faa, Plern and June
help me teach during their break. They go to
private schools so this was their first time in
a public school setting. They did well
interacting with the students and were a real
help. We get to share the gospel with these
young ladies and ask for your prayers for
their souls. We thank the Father for the
opportunities to share our lives and spend
time with them.

I’ve stated often we never thought God
would use English to open so many
opportunities. I surely never envisioned
teaching kindergarten! Now I cannot imagine
a better way to enter into a community or
into lives at a more formative and important
time. I’m thankful God brought us to a point
where we surrendered again to whatever He
wanted. He answered your prayers, and we
have been able to share with each student
the Truth not only in word, but in deed and
in loving them sacrificially. Thanks for
investing with us! We miss each student as
they move on to other schools. We entrust
the seed planted and watered to Him in prayer
for harvest.

I cannot say thank you enough for
supporting His work monthly. It’s good to
see our supporters step up and step forward
in faith going beyond mere “sight“. Christ
said He did not give us the “spirit of fear, but
of power, love and sound mind”. Thanks for
looking at things with eyes of faith, hearts of
love with a sound mind seeing His results;
may many souls and lives be touched and
changed by His love and His message as we
continue following in the work He is leading.
Not to us, but to Him be all the glory!

Cochabamba, Bolivia
Darrell Roberton, Missionary

We are excited to tell you that the work in
the new part of Cochabamba was started on
target. We met for the first time in the building
we are going to rent on the first Sunday of
January. Our first meeting was with eight
people. Each week we have increased and
the last meeting we had 17. I am very excited
about this work. The men are really hard

workers and they love inviting others to our
meeting. They found some benches for us to
use. I haven’t had to ask them to do anything
they have a good idea I just say that would
be a good idea and they’re right on it. They
fixed up the meeting place and went to printers
and had a banner made and invitation cards
with a map on the back, they look real good.

Even more exciting to me is the music. Jose
leads the music, he plays the guitar, his oldest
son Joseph plays piano, Jeremiah has middle
son plays violin and soon his youngest son,
Jacob, will join in. All three boys have
attended a classical music school for many
years and are very talented. Once we get
everything together and the contractor
finishes his work, we will get our evangelism
program going.

Costa Rica
Walter Goulding, Missionary

The school year at the Costa Rica
Missionary Baptist Seminary is the last week
of February through the second week in
November, with a mid-term break.

Dr. Roger Stewart prepares to take home a
memory of the Friday night service in the
photo he took as the 2017 Student Body
stands inside the shell of the Templo Bautista
Misionero de Guadalupe. Bro. Stewart is
pastor of Olive Branch MBC of Pine Bluff,
AR, and clerk of the Standing Missionary
Committee of the American Baptist
Association. As guest speaker for the four-
day Bible Conference, he challenged
preachers to excellence for God’s glory.

I am teaching two weekly classes and two
monthly classes this year. For many years,
my classes have been recorded but the
material has been distributed to those taking
the course, and mainly to make up a missed
session.

Many institutions are offering courses
online. One of the other instructors has been
teaching an online-only course (this is his
third year). But this is the first time that a
classroom session is shared from our school
on the Internet. The Monday night session
of Old Testament History (also known as
Bible by Ages) is being broadcasted over
Facebook Live.

The production is in the capable hands of
the same professional team that is producing
my Bible studies  for Youtube.
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Interstate
Missions

Lighthouse Ministries
Toby Cribbs Sr. Missionary

LETTERS TO CHAPLAINS As of today
we have received 617 of the Enrollment Forms
that have been sent to Chaplains. This month
we sent packages to Texas. This makes 785
packages that we sent out a total of 19, 500
Enrollment Forms.

WALKER STATE PRISON
ROCK SPRING, GEORGIA

The study on Bible Analysis is going great.
We have a 12 week study period then take a
week off.

NEW CAR: We purchased a 2017 Honda
Accord Car. The car is used mainly for the
Ministry. We are asking the Lord’s Churches
and his people to help on paying on the car.
We will pay the regular monthly payment and
all that comes in from the churches and the
Lord’s people will be applied to the principle.

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY Pickens County
Jail, Jasper, GA –We are having more come to
the study time. The men are learning new
things and some things they had forgotten
about.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN.. Continue to
pray for the Jail Administer about re -opening
up POD C for Bible Study time. Study time in
the other cells are going great.

Fannin County Jail Blue Ridge, GA.  We
are now on chapter 16 in the Gospel of John.

NEW JAILS AND PRISONS :  Caswell C.C,
Blench, NC

We have reached into 659 jails & prisons
across America with our Bible Studies.

We are currently sending Studies into over
241 Jails and Prisons.

SPECIAL NOTE: We mailed out 23
Macedonian Correspondence Studies, and 16
certificates.

Missionary Ambassador Ministries
Christopher Cartwright, Missionary

Praise God for launching the radio programs
of the New Radio Network.

We continue to hear of good reports from
all of the radio stations in Nicaragua that
carry both programs - The Missionary
Ambassador Program and Evangelistic
Reelections. There are reports where listeners
have received the Lord and are giving good
encouragement to continue the messages
over there.

Unfortunately, due to poor coordination
between directors and staff at the radio station
in Guatemala, and to continual errors that have
plagued the running of both programs at one
station, we have decided to cancel running
the program until something can be done. So
far now, we are running the programs on three
stations instead of four.

It cost to pay for air time to run the programs
on each individual station, and it varies from
station to station. For now, we will be setting
up a radio budget to determine what can be
done to continue the programs, and we ask
for your prayers that we can continue to run
them, not only in Nicaragua, but all over Latin
America and the United States.

Clovis Baptist Mission
Clovis, NM
Jack Spencer, Missionary

The mission has been plagued with
sickness. We have several that we request
your prayers for.

On the lighter side, we have a grandmother
and her grandson who have been repeat
visitors and seem interested in continuing to
visit with us.

We want to thank you for your prayers for
us and the mission work hee in Clovis, NM.

Note: We want to thank everyone for your
prayers and financial support. Your
faithfulness is an encouragement to the work
here at Filppo Chapel.

My grandson and I were able to be with
the mission on March 18-20. There were 29
present for the services on the 19th. There
were out of town visitors but most were
regular attendees.

Please pray for the work as consideration
of when to organize is being discussed.

Bloomington Missions
Scott Bourland, Missionary

It is a typical pattern of growth that you

see new faces in attendance and grow in
number, but then you pack down. You lose
some numbers, but you are a little more solid
than you were before. We are starting to see
a little of that now.

Some of the new people that have been
visiting the last few months are deciding that
Journey is not the place for them due to
doctrinal differences and that is OK. While
we would like to see them convert to the truth,
we would rather see them move on than cause
any kind of a problem.

This great crew showed up on a chilly
Saturday and helped with clean up on the
property. We picked up all the limbs, took
down an old shed, and part of an old fence.
Others have come in and done work as they
were able. Everybody is excited to be a part
of what God is doing. The barn in the back
ground will have to come down as well, but
for now it is not in the way of our initial work.
We are excited to have the warm weather back.
This allows us to get back out and work in
visitation. Several of our people have been
distributing Easter Service door hangers.

We are also intensifying our mail outreach
leading up to Easter. We want to say a special
thanks to Parkers Mill Rd BC in Somerset
Kentucky. They gave an offering that will
allow us to get out the rest of the cards we
have on hand. Please pray for our pre Easter
out reach.

On  April 8th our folks along with a number
of people from Calvary (our sending church)
will serve a free pancake breakfast and have
a field full of candy filled eggs for the kids to
grab. Each year we see a great crowd come,
make new connections, and we have had at
least one individual or family connect with
the church every year as a result of this out
reach.

Benchmark Baptist Fellowship
Allen Schoeff, Missionary

I ended January on the road. And that is
where February began! After departing from
Fayetteville, I headed further south to
Hillcrest Baptist Church of Acworth, GA. Julie
met me in Atlanta and we spent a couple of
days enjoying the hospitality and
congeniality of Brother & Sister Butterworth.
On Wednesday, February 1st, I was able to



West Florida Baptist News March/April 2017

11

ker

say THANK YOU in person to Pastor Mike
Maxwell and the Hillcrest family. They are a
wonderful group of Christians who love
missions and missionaries and I cannot thank
them enough for their friendship and
fellowship while we were with them and for
the financial support that they provided that
helped us organize our previous work. They
are a blessing.

After visiting there, Julie and I journeyed
to Wetumpka, AL where we were privileged
to stay with Brother and Sister Brown who
were also a delight. They hosted us while we
were attending the S.A.L.T. conference.
Pastor Eric Sutton and New Home Missionary
Baptist Church put together a fantastic
teaching and learning experience. The
speakers that were present provided some
very helpful ideas and concepts. Again, a
huge THANK YOU is in order.

The next stop was in Detroit, AL; the home
of Liberty Missionary Baptist Church and her
Pastor Jim Harris. They were hosting an
associational fellowship that gave me an
opportunity to meet with several new pastors
and church members. They had a sweet time
of fellowship and Godly worship. From there,
I headed on over to Frankfort Missionary
Baptist Church of Russellville, AL. These fine
folks have been long time supporters and it
was long overdue for us to visit them, give
an in person report and to THANK THEM
for holding the rope! That night, I was
blessed to visit another long time supporting
church, First Baptist Church of Hodges, AL.
Pastor Marty Guidry and the church family
there were and continue to be a blessing.

New Beginnings
Jack Slay, Directcor

Greetings from McCaysville, GA. Four
years ago the Lord opened the door for this
ministry to be born. In this short period of
time; much has been accomplished.

When we look back over these four years,
its easy to see Gods hand upon all that has
been done. We look froward to see what the
Lord will do in the years to come. Please pray
with us and for us as we seek Gods direction
and for opportunities to serve the Lord in
our community.

On Monday nights, I’m in Towns County

Jail. For the past several months I’ve been
reporting to you on how the Lord has been
working on the hearts of the men in this
facility. In the past two weeks three men have
accepted Christ. Hallelujah!!!! We have also
had an inmate write two songs and sing them
in our services. We’ve had an inmate sing a
solo on two separate occasions. More Bible
questions are being asked, and the altar is
filling up during invitation with men praying
for one another. It’s so incredibly awesome
to watch what the Lord is doing in the hearts
of these men. To God be the glory!!

Most recently, he opened the door for a
ministry opportunity. Once a month a local
church hosts a food ministry that helps needy
families in the North Georgia -

Southeast Tennessee - Southwest North
Carolina area. Last month I went to see if I
could be of some help. Before these
individuals receive their box of food, a short
counseling session takes place. After
receiving my ten minutes of training, I was
turned loose to counsel with these folks. It’s
just another opportunity to share Jesus, and
to pray with these people. Last month three
people accepted Christ as their personal
Savior. My heart was truly blessed. I will be
back there next week.

Antioch BC
Dexter, Main
George Dever, Missionary

In February my wife, Marji, and I attended
Nevil Chapels, our sponsoring church,
missions’ conference. This is always a great
time of fellowship, being refreshed in the
word, and being reminded that we can never
out give God. I was also blessed that my wife
was able to attend the meeting with me. Marji
has not always been able to attend these
meetings. So, it was nice to do this trip with
her. A big thank you to Brother Glenn and
Mrs. Mickey for their hospitality.

After the meeting my wife received a call
from her mom, Lucy Howell, that her dad,
Morris, was in the hospital and not doing
well. The next day Marji booked a flight to
California to visit her family. After she arrived,
Marji went to visit her dad in the hospital.
Upon her arrival she found out that her dad

had taken a turn for the worse-he wasn’t able
to talk as before. He continued to have more
health issues but was able to go home. Morris
passed away at home about twelve hours
later. I did go attend the funeral and had the
opportunity to visit my family while in
California. Remember my mother-in-law in
your prayers. She is not saved and has
rejected Jesus for many years. I know the
grace of God is stronger than the bonds of
Satan. My wife could use your prayers as
she will be helping her mom with paper work
and anything else that Lucy needs help with.

While visiting family I had the opportunity
to preach and bring a lesson for Brother Don
Hernandez’s church in Hesperia. This sweet
church has supported us in the past and has
been a faithful prayer partner for our work. I
also had the privilege of meeting Brother
Baker and present the work to his church in
Ridge Crest, CA. They have been supporting
the work for about six years. My wife and I
had a great time of fellowship and really
enjoyed the meal afterward. Thank you
Brother Baker.

Fayettville, NC
Michael Jones, Missionary

Craziness for Christ: When Paul told
Festus his testimony he was called “mad.”
First Heritage started 2017 off with some
craziness called Crazy Sock Sunday. The
purpose was to show people that being a child
of God doesn’t mean that you can’t have fun,
and that as a Christ follower, we are to be the
happiest people on the planet.

On New Years we also had a very special
evening service we called “Praising in the
New Year.” We had fun, fellowship and food,
but the main reason was to have a sendoff
for one of our church members, Brother Paul
Stover that was headed to Kuwait for a year.
We had a devotion and then had Brother Paul
and his wife Danielle come to the front of the
church for us to pray over them both. We are
thankful that God has placed us in a military
town and for the people that we get to
minister to each week. Please keep our service
men and women in your prayers as they serve
our great country.

Cans for Christ: This is our 2nd Annual
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“Souper Bowl” where we attempt to collect
canned goods and soup to tackle hunger for
the homeless. Last year we were able to
collect and donate over 350 pounds of food
to the food bank and are attempting to
surpass that this year with 500 pounds. We
collect cans throughout the month of January
and have a “Souper Bowl” Party on the
Sunday Night of the Super Bowl. We are
looking forward to another great night.

Committed to Christ: As the new year
began First Heritage chose the theme “Grow
2017” as our theme for the year. We pray that
we can grow both numerically by
evangelizing the lost and spiritually by
educating and encouraging the saints.

We have several committed members that
are faithful in attending services and using
their talents in the church, but we also have
very faithful visitors. I pray that these visitors
commit their lives to Christ and join the First

Heritage Family.

MISIÓN BAUTISTA EMANUEL
Gabriel Sanchez, Missionary

Hugo and Erika Gomez joined Emanuel the
first week of this month. As I have mentioned
in my December 2016 report, they come from
a small Baptist church located a couple of
miles from Emanuel who fellowships with the
Southern Baptist Convention. Among other
things they wanted their two kids {Jonathan
10, and Nathalie 7} to attend Sunday School
and to be taught Bible verses and Christian
songs. They are an excellent family, eager to
learn the sound Bible doctrine. They are
expecting their third child sometime in the
month of June.

LAND WAS PURCHASED: After a long
and tiresome process, we were finally able to
sign and close on the purchase of our land.
The Mission is very excited about what it is
the first step toward having our own church
property. We are also aware of the big
responsibility that it entails. The purchase
price was $200,000.00, and the loan was
amortized to 180 payments {15 years}
resulting in monthly Principal and Interest
payments of $1,586.00. We have the
confidence and faith on our God that we will
be able to face this commitment. However, at
the end of the 15 years term we will have paid
$84,686 on accrued interest. Therefore; I am

appealing to our ABA churches, if possible,
to help us with one time offering to be applied
toward the reduction of the principal, in order
to pay this loan as soon as possible.

If you would like to support us on this
project, please send offerings to our
sponsoring church:

Colorado Church Planting
Everett Ledbetter, Missionary

We have been blessed with the ability to
make further connections in our communities
during March. In some ways, we have noticed
that we are becoming a community Pastor.
What I mean by that, is that some individuals
are looking to us for guidance, but they are
not ready to commit to the Lord yet. Some
know the Lord as Savior and some do not.
Yes, we want to see them get plugged into
our services, but first, I want to see Christ
impact their lives. Please pray for these
individuals that are from all different walks of
life.

Also, this month, my daughter, has been
able to start getting a group of friends
together in our home on a weekly basis. They
have been coming over once a week for a few
weeks now. For many of these teens, this is
their first experience with any christian family
or any christian love. Please be in prayer for
them.

Meeting Space: Praise the Lord our meeting
rental needs have been met for the next few
months. Thanks to a generous offering from
Highland MBC, we will be able to meet in our
central location for some time. This location
is central to several communities that we wish
to target with outreach efforts. We could still
use some ministry support for various
promotional items.

Any support would be greatly appreciated.
Impact Coming to Colorado Impact Ministries
is launching out in a new avenue of ministries.
This fall the brand new ministry of Impact
Explores will be working with us in Colorado.
Impact will be here on Columbus Day
weekend from October 5-8. Due to the dates,
this will primarily be an adult effort, but it is
open to families. If you would like more
information, please let me know.

Ledbetter Family: This month we lost a
good friend and pastor in the ministry. Our
hearts mourned the loss of Bro. Pat Callahan.

Other than the promotion of our brother, the
Lord has blessed us with a good month.

Glenwood News
Ray Meigs, Director

This is the time of year when preparations
are in full swing for another busy camp sea-
son. The first step in having successful sea-
son rests in what we call “Cleaning Week,”
This is a week of intense sweeping. mopping,
bleaching, and sanitizing all areas of the camp.
Cleaning week this year is May 29-June 2.
This is the Tuesday -Friday following Me-
morial Day. We are asking for volunteers to
help us with this important week, the work is
simply to much for one family to do. WE
NEED YOUR HELP!

If your church, ladies auxiliary, or youth
group would like to help us during this week
,please contact me at our camp number
(985)796-5251) or you may call me on my cell
phone. The number is (985) 516-7819). Let me
know how many will be coming and what days
you will be able to help. If you are coming
from a distance away and need to spend the
night we can offer free accommodations for
this week. Let me know as soon as possible
so we can make preparations for you.

THE CROSS OF CHRIST
On this day in particular, it would be well

to ask ourselves, “Just what does the cross
really mean? To me? To the world in which I
live?

To many, a cross is a mere trinket to hang
around the neck; intended to make a vague
assertion about one’s religious pedigree. To
some, the symbol has become the substance.
Remember the story of the brazen serpent in
the Numbers Chapter 21? Remember Jesus
repeating the story to Nicodemus when He
told him  he must be born again in John Chap-
ter 3?

But in spite of misuse and misrepresenta-
tion, the cross is a powerful symbol. Out of
the midst of moral devastation and the wreck,
ruin and turmoil of violence and destruction
in today’s world, the cross of Jesus Christ
towers as a symbol. It is a symbol of the worst
and the best. It is a symbol of hate and love,
death and life, judgment and forgiveness,
despair and hope, defeat and triumph.
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

The lease is up on the print-on-demand equipment that was leased five years ago.  The technology changes so quickly
on this type of printing equipment.  There were five companies that bid on the equipment.  There was a wide variation
in the bid.  While any of the equipment from the five companies would have done the work that is required, we had to
look at several areas.  Speed, reliability, size of paper that the machine could handle, the capacity of the paper trays,
the number of pages that could be stapled, the finishing capabilities and the click charges were all areas that we
considered.  When all the bids were considered, the warranties from each company and the above mentioned items,
it was decided to go with two Ricoh color printers and one stand alone finishing unit.  Their bid gave us lower monthly
lease payments and lower click charges. The stand alone finishing unit will handle a 140 page book.  Each of the
printers will run 80 pages per minute. With the two machines, print jobs can be split between the two machines, which
will shorten production time.  If one machine is down for maintenance, then the second machine can continue
production.  This lease came in several hundred dollars a month less than the previous lease.  Many more options are
available with these two machines.  Hopefully, the new machines will be installed by the end of April.

The summer literature mail out has begun.  The mail out began April 3rd.  Since the Vacation Bible School is also being
shipped this quarter as well, it is vital that you order early.  Extra pickers are not added during this busy mail out period.
Sometimes overtime is needed to pick and ship all orders in a timely manner.  It was such a great help to receive the
summer orders early.  So whether you are ordering regular Sunday School literature or Vacation Bible School litera-
ture, please place your order as soon as possible.

The printing of the fall literature is underway.  That printing is going well at the present time.  It has to be completely
printed and finished before June 30.  It must all be in inventory before mail out begins.  Therefore, it is important to
have the files so that all printing, finishing and inventory can be completed so that mail out can begin on July 1.

There is a new set of commentaries being written and published by Hyde Park Baptist Church in Monroe, Louisiana.
The series is called, “Baptist New Testament Commentary”.  The four volumes that are presently in print include:
Acts, HPBP1, $19.95; Hebrews and James, HPBP $19.95; Galatians & Ephesians, HPBP3 $19.95 and 1 & 2
Corinthians, HPBP4, $19.95.  These are excellent commentaries.  These commentaries are written by ABA pastors.
You can order by calling 1.800.264.2482.  There is also the KJV Schuyler Reference Bible in Natural Grain Goatskin,
ALLAN1, $250.00.  This is a handcrafted binding.  Any of these commentaries or Bibles would make a great gift for
graduates, Mother’s Day or Father’s Day.  If you wanted to recognize your pastor this would be a great gesture of
appreciation.  Again please call 1.800.264.2482.

Please continue to pray for the staff in Texarkana as we serve the Lord by serving the churches that choose to
purchase the literature and VBS curriculums.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

The grace of God is not only a New Testament teaching. Grace is found throughout the Old Testament. The
way God dealt with His chosen people, the Israelites, displays the grace of God. The Through-the-Bible Series continues
its study in the book of Isaiah, chapters 40—66. The theme of the study is about the grace of God revealed in God’s
promises to Israel.

Isaiah is the author of the entire book that bears his name. In the eighteenth century, some Bible commentators
promulgated the idea that there were two or possibly three different men who wrote the book of Isaiah. This form of
higher criticism has been applied to many other books of the Old Testament. This is a dangerous teaching that no doubt
has led many Bible students of the Word to question the validity of the Word of God itself.

Evidence abounds to there being only one writer of the book of Isaiah. One need only go to the New Testament.
Not one writer of the New Testament canon indicated there was but one writer named Isaiah. In the New Testament,
Isaiah is quoted heavily. The apostle Paul quoted from Isaiah at least thirty-five times.

Jesus Himself gave no indication of there being more than just one Isaiah. Jesus quoted from the second half of
Isaiah. See Luke 22:37; John 6:45; Matthew 11:5; 21:13 and Luke 4:18, 19 for examples.

Historically, the unity of the book of Isaiah is seen in portions of the Dead Sea Scrolls which contain nearly the
complete book of Isaiah. There is no break between chapters 39 and 40 to indicate a new author had begun to write.

As you go through the study of the second half of the book of Isaiah, you will find prophecies that have been
fulfilled. You will also find prophecies that are yet to be fulfilled. The unfulfilled prophecies should bring comfort to God’s
people today. God has great plans for His people Israel, and believers today can find comfort in knowing that God will
keep every promise. God demonstrated His graciousness as He dealt with Israel. Thankfully, God continues to pour out
His abundant grace upon believers today, even though we are not deserving of His blessings.

You will receive a blessing and be strengthened by the promises of God as you go through the study of the last
half of the book of Isaiah.

The Baptist Training Course material for junior high through adults will encourage students as they learn about
God’s love, goodness and promises. These lessons are intended to strengthen the student’s faith and trust in God as he
examines the lives and accounts of Bible characters.

Bogard Press offers many resources for Bible study. Contact us at 903-792-2783 for more information on all the
Bible studies we currently have to offer.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017

EXPENSES:
Utilities $  1,584.45
Misc.   5,165.94
Insurance -0-
Instruction 6,981.51

TOTAL EXPENSE $13,731.90 $13,731.90
NEW BALANCE $  45,288.34

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  2,009.65
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  8,279.64
Press Sales        1,869.27

Contributions
Pinehaven 100.00
O’Leno BC 150.00
Galilee BC 30.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 40.00

Total Income $10,465.91 $10,465.91
TOTAL AVAILABLE $ 12,475.6

Expenses:
Utilities $891.67
Postage $333.60
Books $525.09
Supplies  $2,922.93
TOTAL EXPENSES       $4,673.29 $ 4,673.29
NEW BALANCE $   7,802.27

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $45,288.34
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $   7,802.27

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $15,799.24
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Magnolia Springs BC -Theodore, AL 200.00
BaptistChapel BC -Grand Bay, AL 100.00
Baumhauer Rd. -Theodore, AL 100.00
Schillinger Rd. -Mobile, AL 50.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 60.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 70.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 40.00
Bethel BC -Milton, FL 205.00
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 150.00
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 100.00
Landmark BC -Pensacola, FL 90.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 200.00
Spanish Trail BC -Pensacola, FL 20,000.00
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 34.00
 TOTAL $21,399.00
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 700.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 600.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 200.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 100.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 150.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 200.00
Cumberland Cove BC -Monterey,TN 50.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 500.00
First Baptist BC -White City, FL 100.00
  TOTAL $ 2,300.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Founder’s DAy -Pensacola, FL 2,000.00
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 20.00

$2,020.00
TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $    450.00
Tuition $ 17,052.00
TOTAL INCOME 17,502.00 $43,221.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $59,020.24

Landmark Baptist Churchch
Landmark Baptist Church of Dothan, AL, has called Bro.
Elliott Parrish as their pastor. An Ordination service has
been set for May 20, at 10:00 AM. Everyone is invited to
come. There will be a meal following the services.

Chris Parrish  - clparrish16@comcast. net 334-701-3918
Ken Dunn drkens@graceba.net  334-791-9479; 800-773-4555

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
Our church is currently looking for a pastor and we were hop-

ing to be able to place an advertisement in your publication.
Could you please tell me if it is possible and if so, the contact
information of the person/department that I would need to con-
tact.
Thank you in advance for your help!
Christi Merritt, Secretary

Northside Missionary Baptist Church, (352) 629-1880

SPANISH-SPEAKING MISSIONARY NEEDED
     We are seeking a Spanish-speaking Missionary for our His-
panic Mission in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  There are many Spanish-
speaking people in this area and we want to reach them with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.  The man would need to speak at least
some English, be sound in Missionary Baptist doctrine and be a
U.S. citizen.  If the Lord impresses upon you to contact us you
may call, write or e-mail us.  Rose Lawn Missionary Baptist Church
6610 East Latimer Place    Tulsa, OK   74115    Church: 918-836-2790
Pastor: 918-224-4393    E-mail: rmcveigh@cox.net.   Please pray for
us.   Thank you.

Pilgrim Baptist Church is seeking a Pastor.  The Pastor has to be
Mission minded and believe the King James Bible is the only true and
living word.  Must adhere to the churches’ doctrines, covenant, rules
and regulations.  We are a small, loving congregation.  The pastor
would have to be employed.  Only God called, God fearing, mission
minded, soul saving men who preach and teach from the KJV are
encourage to send resume via email to kjones6443@bellsouth.net
along with recent photo.
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Articles should be in the office no later
than the 10th of the month so that they might
be included in that months edition. Mission
reports are alternated so that all may have
the opportunity to be published.

H.H. Strickland; editor

PRINTING NEWS

Printing News:
There are a number of things that can

be reported on regarding the printing
ministry. While we have enjoyed a
measure of good health over the last few
weeks, little has been done in the shop.
My wife has made remarkable recovery
from her knee replacement and is doing
most of everything she was doing prior
to the surgery. The only thing is that she
is not able to stand for a long time.

The used press that we received has
not been placed in operation yet. I simply
have not had the opportunity to make the
change. It is not exactly what I expected
but I have been assured that it does work.
It will take some time to move one press
out and install the other one. This is
somewhat difficult, given the size of the

units, to do alone. However given time, I
will make the change.
New Production:

I am sure that by now everyone has
seen the post that Dr. Sparks has posted
in Facebook regarding his book. We are
really thrilled to have been able to join
Bro. Sparks in this work. There were
extra funds that were given in order to
help with the empresses and we certainly
appreciate the help.

The Tabernacle book is finished and
has been sent to several places. We put
in some extra work on the pictures so as
to make a better production. I appreciate
the opportunity to work on this project.
This actually completes the series, the
Priest, the workbook and the text.
Together, they make a wonderful set for
study.

The works on Dr. Gonnella’s book on
Galatians in now ready for publication.
The printing on the covers is done and
they will be completed by the time the
text is printed.

The text work on Dr. Davenport’s new
book of Hebrews is also near completion
and it will be printed as soon as time
permits.

The work on Dr. Gonnella’s
commentary of Romans is in progress.
The goal is to have these three done
before the national meeting.

Once these two books by Dr. Gonnella
are complete, they will form the bases
for the course on “The Great Doctrinal
Epistles.”

These men are writers who pastor
churches in the ABA and their work is
worthy of consideration.

Once again, I would like to express my
deepest appreciation for every offering
and prayers that have been given to this
ministry. We all continue to pray that
someone will have a desire to come and
join in the publications of good, sound,
biblical material.

May the Lord richly bless you all.


