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The fall se-
mester is al-
most upon us.
Usually there
are a number
of prospective
students that
have inquired
c o n c e r n i n g
classes. How-
ever, we have

only a few to ask about the school.  There
is a good indication that the returning stu-
dents will be good. One good thing that is
happening for the fall is that we have a
new addition to the staff. Dr. Andy Barr
will be joining the instructor’s core. He
will be filling a much needed area in the
languages. Dr. Barr is a member of Land-
mark Baptist Church in Pensacola and an
instructor at a Christ school in Pensacola.

The wife and I have traveled more this
summer that in the last few years. It has
been a very trying time and I have gotten
road weary far too much. The Lord has
been good to us and we have not had any
problems.

The summer session is over and the
classes went really well. I received a good
report from everyone that was involved.
For the first time in a long time, we are able

to open the fall semester without borrow-
ing money to get things up and running. It
will be interesting to see how the next few
months’ turnout. I am hoping that we have
seen the worst of our financial problems.
Bro. John Sawn is trying to adjust to the
new system of bookkeeping. He is having
some problems with the bank reporting but
I am sure that he will work it out soon.

We really did not like to see Dr. Herman
Rogers have to leave. However, since he
resigned his position at WFBI he has also
resigned Galilee Baptist Church in Milton,
FL. He and his wife will be moving to Ten-
nessee. Please pray for him and his wife as
well as the church. They are small in num-
ber and they really need a good man to come
and help to grow and become strong again.

I will say some more regarding our trip to
Mexico in July but I would like to empha-
size that the wife and I had a wonderful time
visiting with our friends. It is absolutely
necessary for us to go into the country so
that we can supply these great people with
the need Spanish materials. What a plea-
sure it is to be able to know that we are
making a difference in making good Biblical
materials available to these wonder people.
I ask that you please read our report in page
16.

As I write this report, I am not sure when
it will get mailed. The computer that our mail-
ing list was stored on has crashed.  I had
the files on a back-up disk but we have not

been able to restore them as of to date. We
do not have anyone capable of providing
us a service on the computers. We have
been rather fortunate over the years, with
nothing really bad happening. However,
there comes a time that things really go
wrong.  I have one individual that has come
over several times and he has really tried to
get it up and running again. So far every-
thing has failed. If anyone would like to
come and spend a couple of days with us
and help us get these aggravating machines
right, please let me know. I really need some-
one.

We would like to welcome Bro. John
Swan on board as the financial officer. He
is learning the system that Dr. Rogers set
up and he is really working hard. This is
not an easy job and it takes a lot of time to
get things right. Please remember him in
your prayers.

I would again thank every church, indi-
vidual and association for your support of
this ministry. My support has increased in
the last year but the offerings to the school
have decreased. The thing that has made
the difference financially has been the tu-
ition for students and their support of the
school. The program “Committee of 100"
has helped some and there are those who
continually send their $10.00 each month. I
thank the Lord for them all.

Please remember us all as we prepare for
the fall semester 2015.

SPECIAL NOTE:
Due to some computer problems, our mailing list was lost. I had to have a old

list taken from the shipping computer and put on the mailing list.  At the present time,
I do not have anyone who is skilled enough to restore the list, so I will have to use the
outdated one. If anyone receives the News that has had their name removed, would
you please let me know and I will take care of it. I apologize for any inconvenience
that this might cause you. It has certainly caused us a lot of work and it still is not
done. HHS
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By: Loretta Pritchett
lorettapritchett@yahoo.com

From a

Woman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s PointWoman’s Point
of View

Philosophy of
Religion

THE RAGING FIRE

Smoke filled sky, a blazing flame, the smell
of burning wood and many people waiting
to hear the word that they may have to
evacuate their homes, lingers over many
who live in fire prone areas.

The fear of having to leave their homes is
very scary, especially when you have
children, pets, valuable items, medications,
clothing and of course important papers to
pack at a moments notice.

This raging fire is very insignificant
compared to what a place called Hell will
be like. This fire will be unquenchable as
there will be no way to contain it with water
or any man made devices. This fire will burn
eternally and the only way to avoid Hell is
to accept Jesus Christ as your Savior.

The choice is yours, will you avoid the fiery
lake of fire in Hell, or will you take a chance
of not going there?  Hell is real, the fire is
real, but knowing you might have to live in
a raging fire pit forever with no access to
water or any relief of the burning pain
should be a very easy decision to make.

Christ loves you He always has and He
always will.  However, refusing to accept

Him as your Savior can cause you great
turmoil and grief forever.

Which will it be; Heaven or Hell?

I pray you had a wonderful 4th of July.  As
you travel our country on vacation or just
visiting family, remember the heat you feel
now from the sun will be nothing compared
to what Hell will be like.

Have a great summer!

In continuing the idea of the question
“Is Religion Normal?”  a further quote from
the same writing is necessary. It really sheds
tremendous light on the lengths that
unbelievers will go to try and prove their
point. Remember Williams James has already
classified religions believers as “neurotic”
and the idea continues with that thought in
mind.

“This was particularly apparent in the
lives of the so-called religious geniuses,
who commonly showed signs of nervous
instability and were frequently the
recipients of abnormal psychic visions. He
commented concerning George Fax, the
Quaker mystic, that from the point of view
of his emotional make-up he ‘was a
psychopath or detraque of the deepest dye.’
This over simplification of man’s religious
life he called ‘medical materialism’ and he
categorized it as much too simple-minded
for an intelligent person to accept. ‘Medical
materialism’ finishes up Saint Paul by calling
his vision on the road to Damascus a
discharge lesion of the occipital cortex, he
being an epileptic.”

It has always me as I have studied this
matter to observe how thee so-called
intellectuals always place themselves far
above everyone else. In other Words, they
are the only intelligent people on earth. If
one does not agree with their thoughts,
then they are ignorant.  Evidence show  that

many of the greatest minds of history have
been believers or believed that there had
to be a supreme Being. In reality, it must be
neurotic to view the world as it stands and
how it operates and not even consider that
there was a designer. This is exactly why
so-called evidence is manufactured in an
attempt to prove that there is no God.

There is a long-standing philosophy that,
in a discussion, if one side cannot present
credible evidence to prove their point or
disproving the opposition, that the debater
then attacks the person whom they are
opposing. This is exactly what the
philosophers do in order to secure an
audience for their perverted ideas.

Evidence of creation is not
manufactured. It is truth. Evidence that
there was a supreme designer cannot be
disproved. Evidence that there is a perfect
system upon which the creation operates
cannot be disproved. However, these ideas
can be made light of. Those who believe
them can be made light of. Many
unbelievers can be brain washed into
believing the so-called “intellectuals” have
all the answers even though there is no
sustainable proof.

The very idea that “Saul” was neurotic
has the mind really reaching. When it is
observed the position which he held prior
to the Damascus event, how could anyone
determine that was anything other than a
highly educated, well versed and articulate
individual.

It is very doubtful that any of these
“intellectuals have ever made a serious
investigation regarding the scriptures.
They have read or heard enough to make
them “dangerous.” It must be remembered
that a lost man has little or no capacity to
understand the things of God. Without the
moving of the Holy Ghost, there can be no
real knowledge gleaned from the scriptures.
An unbeliever does not have the Holy
Ghost to interpret the scriptures and cannot
achieve a scriptural understanding.

If it really takes an unintelligent individual
to believe that there is a God and His Son is
our Savior, then I am so glad that I have no
education or understanding.
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Glen Davenport

WHILE MEN SLEPT

TEXT: Matt 13:24-30
 
INTRODUCTION:

Our Lord gave several parables to illustrate various aspects
of the “Kingdom, of Heaven”. No parable can tell all there is to
tell so we must take each one for its own cause. This parable is
very well suited for today’s message.
 Verse 25 has FOUR interesting thoughts:
1.  “While men slept …”
2.  “… his enemy came …”
3.  ”… and sowed tares among the wheat …”
4.  “ … and went his way.”

Jesus built His church during His personal ministry. He left
men in a position to affect its business. (The Holy Spirit is
ultimately in charge) so we have done it. Men were ordained to
be pastors, deacons, teachers, evangelists, and assorted other
things, but they weren’t all true to the faith. Some could have
been ordained too soon after conversion. Some could have
been ordained too young. Some could have been ordained to
weak in the faith. Some could have been ordained for evil
purposes. Various things could have affected our ministries.
Carelessness has brought the church to low ebb. The best
description for what has happened in the Lord’s churches is
best stated in the phrase: … “WHILE MEN SLEPT”.

“WHILE MEN SLEPT”
We have developed a friendship with men that exceeds our

friendship with Jesus. When we have problems, we are inclined
to inquire of men for the solution rather than to God. We often
take men’s advice or worse, yield to the whims of society. Pastors
are to be spiritual leaders: not followers of cheap whims and
faulty ideas.
John 19:12

Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying,
If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever
maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.
James 4:4-10

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth
the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double
minded.

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he
shall lift you up.

Those friendships have caused us to allow the Lord’s
churches to become much less than they were designed to
be.
 
“While men slept …”
Prayer became prepared speeches designed to please men.
The Word of God became no more than Judeo-Christian
beliefs.
Hymnals are passing from the sanctuary.
Tradition has over-ruled the Scriptures in several areas.
“… his enemy came …”
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.
“… and sowed tares among the wheat …”
It appears that unsaved churchmen have become leaders of
the flock.
Promiscuity has been overlooked in the membership.
Sexual abuse cases have been exploited.
Homosexuals have been allowed to approach the pulpit with
pride.
Lack of discipline has long been lacking in the Lord’s
churches.
‘Word of mouth testimonies’ have been superseded true-to-
life Christian living.
“… and went his way.”

The enemy goes form one field to another: yea, from one
church to another, spoiling the flock.

TIME PASSED:
VERSE 26 But when the blade was sprung up, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

SLEEPERS woke up!
VERSE 27 So the servants of the householder came and
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy
field? from whence then hath it tares?
28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and
gather them up?
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares,
ye root up also the wheat with them.

 



West Florida Baptist News July/August 2015

4

WHAT WILL THE HUSBANDMAN DO?
VERSE 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and
in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

 
WHAT CAN WE DO IN THE MEANTIME?

NOTE: The servants made the discovery. Church members
need to be interested in quality too.

We need to be ‘ready watchmen lest it should happen in our
church.
We need to repent, lest it has already happened in our church.
We must not sleep.
We must recognize our enemies.
We must be on guard at all times.
We must be willing to do the Lord’s will at all times.

Dr. David Gonnella

ASK ME WHY I’M EXCITED!

Those who know me know that I am easily excited.  I
get excited about my relationship with God, who loves me
and uses me in His service although I am not the least bit
worthy.  I am excited about the work of God, for with all
its troubles and heartaches it is still the best and most
rewarding work on earth.

However, today I am excited about the coming school
year at WFBI!  There are a number of reasons for my
excitement.

I am excited about the Summer Semester – the first
time we held one here at WFBI.  The classes were well
attended and the spirit of the student high.  At the time Dr.
Strickland decided to have a summer semester I thought
it was a good idea, and every report about it has confirmed
that it was a splendid idea.

I am excited about the recent Trustee meeting.  Three
new trustees were elected to the board: John Swan, pastor
of the Bethel Baptist Church in Milton (a church that has
become a real friend to WFBI), Chris Adams, member of
The Baptist Chapel in Grand Bay, Alabama (a church that
has been a long-time friend of WFBI), and myself.  At the
trustee meeting we decided to increase tuition from $45.00
per semester hour to $50.00 per semester hour.  Still one
of the best bargains in Baptist training anywhere.

I am excited about our recent faculty meeting.  To sit in
that room with all the scholarship represented by our faculty
members almost made me want to enroll as a student!  We
also wish to welcome to our faculty our new Professor of
Hebrew,  Dr. Andy Barr, pastor of the Landmark Baptist
Church in Pensacola.

I am excited about the returning students and new students
who are registering.   We have a fine student body, made up
of Christians who are hungry to learn the Word of God.

I am excited about our class offerings.  For the Fall
Semester we will have classes in The Great Doctrinal Epistles
of Paul, The Pre-exile Prophets, Church History, The General
Epistles, The Writings of John, Biblical Figures of Speech,
The Prison Epistles, English, The Defense of the Faith, The
Apocalypse, Bible Analysis, The Wanderings of the Jews,
The Pastoral Epistles, Early Church Expansion, The Synoptic
Gospels, Hebrew, Systematic Theology I (Introduction to
Theology and Theology Proper). The Bible by the Ages, The
Life of Paul, and The Beginnings.  Each class taught by men
of personal godliness and eminent scholarship.

So you can see that I have much over which to be excited.
Now, can I excite you?  If you are seeking to serve the Lord
in ministry, or are already a pastor or church staff member,
allow me to invite you to begin or continue your education
here at WFBI.  And allow me to invite your church to stand
with us in financial support so that we can continue to expand
the ministry of this school.  Dr. Strickland or I would be
delighted to present the school before your church.  Let’s
get excited!



West Florida Baptist News July/August 2015

5

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 July has been an exciting month;
we were privileged to visit several
churches and share our vision for
Philippine Missions. Not all of the
churches we visit are able to begin
supporting PMD, but none have
been negative. In fact, after seeing
our presentation, they are excited
about what has been accomplished
through the ministry of PMD.

Novis and I enjoyed a great time at Pine Springs Camp #1,
there were 607 campers and forty or more saved. It was
good to be with old friends and make new ones. We especially
enjoyed being with our grand-children during the week. It
has been my privilege to teach the Adult Class for several
years, which I truly enjoy. This year I had the opportunity to
preach the closing message Thursday evening, thanks to the
program committee and Bro. Mike Oliver.

The building for Christian MBC at San Isidoro, Toboso on
the island of Negros is coming along well. The men are

working hard to finish by the first of October. This is when
we are planning our next trip. Tickets have been purchased
for October 14th through 29th. We plan to attend the
dedication and visit with churches interested in becoming a
part of the project. There is at least one church that qualifies
and hopefully there will be others so the churches supporting
PMD will have the opportunity to choose project #10.

It is such a blessing to be part of a ministry that is making
a difference among the Lord’s churches in the Philippine
Islands. We pray that many more churches will join with us
as we help churches become self-supporting and grow to a
point where they are able to support missions and
missionaries themselves.
When a church begins construction, each week they are
required to send us pictures of the progress and copies of
all receipts, even a copy of their bank statement. This is
necessary because we are all accountable, first to God and
then to each other.

GLENWOOD YOUTH CAMP
Ray Meigs, Mananger

The conclusion of another camp sea-
son with many reasons to rejoice and
many challenges. We rejoice that 86
young people and adults came to
know Jesus Christ as Savior this season. That is approxi-
mately 10% of all those who attended. Thank the Lord that
many lives have been forever changed and God is still sav-
ing souls today.
The challenges have come in the form of air conditions. This
year we have had to replace FOUR 5 ton central air condi-
tion units. At an average of $1,000.00 per ton, one can see
where we spent a lot of money. God is faithful! Some offer-
ings have come in to help, but much more is needed. Please
keep this need and our entire ministry in your prayers.

To the Pastor, and also to the
flock that God has given you the
oversight thereof, I have been
given a burden by the LORD to
use the current technology we
have at our disposal to share HIS HEART with the Nations
and be obedient to his command He has given to a true New
Testament Church. It is a tremendous blessing and an awesome
responsibility that He has placed on me. We have a new way at
our disposal that is very cost efficient to share TRUTH and
defend the faith and fight against the heresies that are
destroying the minds of the youth of our nation and youth of
the world.  Ever since He, THE LORD JESUS, has laid this own
my heart I have been working night and day getting this set up
and developed.  I have now finished the Android version of
this task and have paid all the fees associated with it. If you
have an Android phone or Tablet email me(email at end of
letter) and I will supply you with a APK by email so that you
can thoroughly check it out for yourself.  Contact:
Email hisservantmike@outlook.com, or
hisservantmike@gmail.com
Cell 229-472-4429 office 229-469-4904

THE WAY OF LIFE

THE WAY OF LIFE
MINISTRIES
Mike Johnson, Direstor
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SELLERS REPORT

MISSION NEWS AND VIEWS

Germany
Hans Fraund,
Missionary

FOREIGN
MISSIONS

BEGINNING BALANCE $ 865,288.82
RECEIPTS:
Interstate Salaries $ 57,070.11
Foreign & National Salaries  52,623.60
Designated   40,899.18
Undesignated  24,450.44
TOTAL RECEIVED  $ 175,043.44
BALANCE FOR SALARIES

$ 1,040,332.15
DISBURSEMENTS:
Interstate Salaries $ 80,068.35
Foreign Salaries  10,758.14
National Salaries 39,231.10
Designated 40,899.18
Salaries & Expenses of

Sec.-Treas. Office
Office Salaries 11,913.35
Sec.-Treas. Travel 8.07
General Office 1,653.31
Automobile Expense 2,470.01
Postage -June 525.00

$ 16,569.51
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $ 187,526.51
BALANCE FORWARD $852,805.64
Deficit June: ($12,483.18)

Bryan Sellers

Secretary/Trea-
surer Missions

Preview:
At the recent Messenger meeting held

in Springfield, IL., 177 missionaries and
helpers were recommended for support
through the office of Secretary-Treasurer
of Missions. These recommendations
cover 26 states and 29 foreign countries.
21 of these recommendations are newly
recommended and 10 of these are
recommended for salary. The breakdown
of these missionaries is as follows.

* Interstate Missionaries - 48
* Foreign Missionaries - 31
* National Missionaries - 88
* Missionary Helpers - 10

Projection:
With 100 missionaries on salary, 34 of

which are on full salary, coupled with a 2%
salary increase for the full salaried
missionaries, approximately $27,000 or 16%
increase is needed to meet the projected
monthly payout. The overall deficit for the
2014-2015 fiscal year was $28,766.36.

The Thanksgiving Mission Offering goal
for 1015 remains at $350,000.00. Our
greatest need is for increased offerings and
more churches supporting through the
mission office. Please make this a matter of
prayer as we begin this new associational
year.
Praise:

For the month of June 2015, the
missionaries reported 818 salvations and
96 baptisms. For the past year the
missionaries reported 10,949 salvations and
716 baptisms. Let us intensify our prayers
and increase our financial responsibility to
these missionaries and their families.

Out teaching ministry with West Florida
Baptist goes on fine.

In July we had 5 students graduating
with a bachelor in theology. They worked
very hard and they are also working jobs.

They were all very proud and happy.
Some will work with us, others will engage
in ministries of like faith.

We also had the privilege to ordain a
young minister to be pastor in our Sri
Lankan church in Germany .

This church is made up of former
refugees from Sri Lanka when the civil war
was occurring there.

They are by now well integrated, most
of them already have German nationality
and are working good jobs.

We thank God that he brought world-
missions right to our doorpost!

Monterrey, Ccolombia SA
Carlos Julio Mendoza, Missionary

In the month of June, souls have been
saved, lives have been changed, and
families have been strengthened in the
Lord.  The daughter and son of a brother in
Christ who visited us during the dedication
service had a motorcycle accident and
ended up in critical condition.  He begged
us to visit his family and talk to them about
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We
traveled to their house which is 80 miles
away and witnessed to them about our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.  They realized that
they were not saved and surrendered their
hearts to Jesus Christ and were saved.
Please pray for a speedy recovery and their
spiritual health as well.

Also, during the month of June we had
two first time visitors and they made
professions of faith in Jesus Christ.  We
praise God for the fruits of the spirit in his
mission work.

The radio program continues to be a
success in the Monterrey Mission work.
Thank you so much for your continued
financial support for the radio ministry in
Monterey.

We are so very thankful to Pastor Dr.
H.H. Strickland and family for your
continued faithful support for my ministry,
and the Mission work of Monterey,
Colombia.  May you be blessed in the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ

Bogatá, Colombia, SA
Gilberto Piñson, Missionary

PENIEL BAPTIST MISSION: Had an
evangelization activity, about 8 people from
Our Mission went out to our
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neighborhood and handed out about 800
gospel tracts, many people were open to
listen to the Gospel and receive the tract
and others rejected us. Please pray for all
of them.

We attended the Mission Rally at the
Bosa MBC. Bro. Jake Carpenter preached
a good missionary sermon.

We had good attendance, fellowship,
and refreshment. We also received an
offering for Bro. Hernando Cubillos,
missionary in the city of Santa Marta,
Colombia.

My wife, Mirna, teaches the children
Sunday School class. She is doing a great
work in the Mission.

After being a month an a half in
Colombia, Bro. Jake Carpenter went back
home to Florida.

We thank God for the work he was doing
here, helping us to teach, preach, and
teach English in Our Missions in Bogotá,
Please pray for him, his church and for his
family in Florida.

Saltillo. Mexico
J.L. Mitchell Baptist Institute
Israel Rangel. President

The J. L. Mitchell Seminary in Saltillo,
Mexico sponsored by Ebenezer MBC in
Saltillo is in need a 2007-2008 Chevy or
Ford van used in evangelistic trips for the
students. This ABA school has a hands-
on practical training and opportunities for
its students. The van is to be used in the
summer and on holidays to transport stu-
dents on mission trips to its many gradu-
ates who have planted works all over
Mexico. They have worn out their old van
on mission trips. The van also will be used
for all local needs in Saltillo.

I have personally met some of the gradu-
ates from the seminary and can vouch for

their integrity, zeal, doctrinal soundness,
separation and love for the Lord. One
church has already pledged $5000.00 to-
ward the goal of $11,000.00 needed. You
may contact in Spanish the president of
the seminary, Israel Rangel, at
0115218441954849. In English just call me
at my cell (903) 2159857. Offerings may be
designated “Van for Saltillo” Unity MBC,
P.O. Box 548, Judson, TX 75660.

Missionary Phil Gavila

Bulgaaria
Jim Black, Missionary

Ministry to Kurdish Refugees in Sofia
Bulgaria.

Throughout the month of July we made
several visits to a refugee camp on the
outskirts of Sofia. We spent the majority of
our time with four families, all from the
Kurdistan region of Syria and Iraq.

We found it most profitable to let them
talk and share their stories while we listen,
ask questions and show interest in their
lives and struggles. The conversation
always comes around to Jesus.

Before two of the families left Bulgaria
for other parts of Europe, we were able to
organize a show-ing of the Jesus Film in
Arabic at a location away from the camp.
At the end of the film, Jim gave his
testimony of salvation, responded to their
many questions, and invited them to receive
Jesus. Pray that the seeds of the Gospel
that have been sown will result in a harvest.

We still have a contact inside the camp
and will continue to minister there as we
can. Even though we keep a low profile, we
have been met with some resistance by the
Bulgarian police that are assigned there.
Please pray for continued access in the
camp.

We continue the teaching and preaching
ministry in San-danski.

Peaarl MBC Zhytomyr, Ukraine Missions
David Bostic, Missionary

July was a glorious month here in
Zhytomyr, Ukraine. God brought together
a team of six Ukrainian teenagers, Alyona,
Debra and myself to hold four weeks of
English and Bible Camps. First of all, we all
would like to say thank you for your
prayers. We all felt them during the month.

We  worked 14 hour days for four weeks,
and God provided us with the strength we
needed in addition to all the funds we
needed to make these camps successful.
Over the course of the month we met and
began new relationships with 126 new
Ukrainians. English Camps are a time and a
way for us to meet Ukrainians and share
the Love of Jesus with them.

Each morning we prayed and had a
devotion as a team. We believe our English
Camps were a success because of our love
for each other and for those that came.
Most of our participants in Bible Camps
were those from our English Camps. We
also have had a few come to church this
month.

So, not only did we get to share the Love
of Jesus, but we had the opportunity to
share God’s plan of salvation. At the end
of each week, we passed out tracts and
information about Pearl MBC.

Please continue to pray for those that
came to camps. We truly desire to see them
come to know Jesus as their Savior.

SHORT TERM MISSION TRIPS: On
July 27, 2005, Debra and I embarked on an
adventure that would forever change our
lives. This month marked our 10 year anni-
versary of coming to Ukraine for the first
time. We came on a short term mission trip
with Bro David Smith and 17 other people.
I do believe that everyone’s lives were
changed that year. But, it was the year I
began hearing God’s call to come and share
the Gospel with the Ukrainian people. Many
people frown upon short term mission trips
saying they are a waste of money and they
really do not accomplish anything. I beg to
differ with those opinions.

Debra and I would not trade that trip or
any of the experiences we have had while
being on the mission field with anything
else in this world. To know that you are in
God’s will and being obedient to Him is the
most important thing in this world.

Southeast  Asia Missions
Rusty Teer, Missionary

There is a reason to everything He calls
us to do for Him. Because He exists, we
exist. If He does not exist then our origin
and purpose come into question. Because
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He exists we have purpose and reason to
do the work  He called us to do. His work
is success and He’s never failed in His
work. Neither shall we if we keep to His
plan.

Adam Taylor was a blessing again this
summer. His love for God is seen clearly
by his playing and chatting all while
working through the language barrier, and
love is always communicated in time spent.
God has done great things and will
continue with Adam as he continues to
seek each step of God’s direction for his
life and service to Him. God is so good.

It is amazing to experience God opening
the door for us to teach and share the
Gospel at 4 new schools this first month
back. We are always respectful and ask
for permission. I found only one student
who said she had heard about Christianity,
but none had heard the gospel.

70 million people, 99.4% “non-christian.”
There could be so many good reasons to
be here,  but the greatest is the calling He
has placed on our lives. God is opening
the door in huge ways. They don’t have
to allow us to share tracts and bracelets.
They don’t have to invite us back each
summer; they don’t have to take care of
us, but they do! This especially dark place
where so many have never heard, not even
once, is just the place He chose for us to
prepare. Please pray for these people who
have heard and for those who have not.

We thank you all for your faithful
support in prayer, emails, monthly support
and notes of encouragement. God is
blessing us through you. God is blessing
all the time! ~Rusty

It’s good to be home again: I really feel
like we’ve been on the road and living out
of suitcases for five months. After a four
month furlough we hit the ground running
preparing for summer outreaches, left for
camps, and then finished up our time with
Adam at home. Adam got to see a lot of
the “mundane” tasks that help keep the
ministry running as smoothly as possible.
We’ve been running errands to start our
visa renewal process, working on
schedules for the present term, and
preparing the materials for the outreaches.
The outreaches in Isaan are one of the

highlights of my year, and this year was
no different! We all had full teaching
schedules, but falling in love with the
students makes the days easier. This year
we also celebrated my birthday there. The
teacher we were staying with showed her
love and generosity by surprising me with
a Vietnamese meal and a birthday cake.

Now that we’re home I’ve had some time
to reflect on everything God has done so
far in 2015. Thank you for being a part of it
and allowing Him to use you to bless our
lives. Please pray for the people groups of
Thailand, and don’t forget to follow us on
Facebook! God bless, Susan

Russia
Jodie Veasley, Missionary

Events: 1. Our whole family together with
some in— laws traveled to Springfield, IL
for the ABA national meeting. On the way
to and from the meeting we were able to
makes stops at a few churches. I also had
the opportunity to speak at  the World
Missions Focus on a step by step with
atheists/agnostics in Russia. You can
watch the entire World Missions Focus
here: https://youtu.be/EAtngXiO5CU.

2. We would like to thank the following
churches for giving me an opportunity to
speak this month: Heritage BC in Missouri
City, TX Calvary BC in Henderson, TX,
West Heights MBC in West Monroe, LA,
Mt Pisgah MBC in Searcy, AR, Rings
Chapel MBC in Cave City, AR, First BC in
Sullivan, MO, and Northwood BC in
Columbia, MO.
Answered Prayers: 1. God has taken care
of us financially this month. We are being
reimbursed for a bulk of the medical costs
of the pregnancy during the month of July
from our health program, Samaritan
Ministries.

2.  I received great news after MRIs and
an appointment with my neurologist! I
don’t have anything serious. My brain and
spine look perfect, and I am to come off
some medication I am on to help with the
symptoms about a month before we head
back to St.Petersburg on August 26th.

3. God laid it on the heart of Ed and
Crystal Byrnes of Heritage BC in Missouri
City to take care of the rest of our children’s
education costs over the next 2 years! So

we have completely raised the $6,000 we
were trying to raise for this!

Belize
Ben Woodward, Missionary

I am so proud of the church members!
They planned and conducted their VBS
and had a great turnout. We have such a
small amount of time with our kids and by
the time they reach 12 or 13 years of age
we begin to lose them to their
surroundings, the culture and the world.
Every day we can keep them engaged in
healthy and wholesome activities is a day
they are not inundated with the sin and
filth of the world in which we live. Please
pray with us that we can find ways to
further engage them in student ministry
activities. We are praying for a couple or
family to discuss opportunities and
convictions to help us further reach
students, engage with them and help train
and prepare Belizean adults to take over
and expand student ministry.

Not a result of any problems, our
regular monthly support has decreased by
$1100 this year. As we begin working
toward expanding our ministry efforts to
Cotton Tree village we need to regain this
support and add $1000. Please pray with
us for this urgent need.

San Luis, Mexico
Candelario Espinosa, Missionary

In the month of August the mission here
in San Luis Potosi, Mexico continues to
work hard in our activities. Here is a few
that are coming soon.

1. Graduation: We celebrated as we had
some students graduate high school, and
now face the challenges of college. They
received an encouraging message from
the youth pastor, which followed dinner,
games, and fellowship.

2. VBS: Every day we averaged 30-40
children. We had youth and adults. Our
theme for the week was called “Real Line-
age,” which covered our royal lineage
through Christ. We had 15 visitors and 10
salvations.

Thank you very much for your
continued prayers and financial support.
We pray that God blesses your generosity.
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France
Jason Clark, Missionary

We had two teams come this month. For
each one we were touched by people shar-
ing about the love and kindness showed
by those who came. The first came to put
on a basketball camp. We did two different
camps and good attendance at both. These
camps gave us opportunities to meet people
and build relationships. It is also a boost
for our local basketball club. We enjoyed
hanging out with the Youth Frameworks
team and had a great time getting to know
them.

I also performed two weddings this
month, always a good chance to invest in
people’s lives. Thanks Eli Pettersen for tak-
ing pictures!

The Basketball group also helped pass
out flyers for our English camp. The second
team came from Faith in North Little Rock
and did four evenings of English camp,
followed by a BBQ, and a kids fun day. We
have some great followups to do, and have
seen and are looking forward to seeing more
of God’s blessings. Thanks to all who came!

As the last team left, we said goodbye to
Lilia as well, who returned to do a year of
high school in the States. We will miss her
but we are thankful that she has this op-
portunity. Pray for her as she makes this
adjustment.

Spain
Daniel Estrada, Missionary

We thank God for His faithfulness and
new mercies every morning. During the
month of July God worked in a great manner.
HIS GRACE IS EVERLASTING...

Praise God, we had the blessing to see
one soul saved by His grace. She is a
Spanish lady named Irene and she came in
and heard the Word of God. Later on after
she left our home being convicted by the
Holy Spirit she accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ into her heart. What joy we had
because of His grace and love that she
finally gave in and repented of her sins
and came to know the Lord.

Irene asked us to start a Bible study in
her home. Eloisa is going to begin
discipleship when she can make room in
her schedule. We talked to her after she
was saved and she told us that was fighting
with her flesh and fears. Praise God, she
gave up all other to be saved.

ELOISA KEEPS DISCIPLESHIP...
Thank the Lord, Sister Pepi keeps

studying the Word of God with Eloisa every
week. It is a joy to see her love for the Lord
and how Pepi is trying hard to memorize all
of the Bible verses. We are amazed by the
way God is moving her close to Him. We
give the glory and honor to Him for all that
He is doing in this Spanish family. We pray
that God sends us a lot more people that
have the desire and hunger for the Word
of God.

One Sunday night in our home Bible
Study, Emmely got the opportunity to share
Christ with this girl. Her name is Alanis and
wants to learn more about the Word of God,
she is a granddaughter of Sister Pepi.

Christchurch, New Zealand
Landol Swinney, Missionary

This world is getting to be a very wicked
place. The devil seems to have increased
his work in influencing the thinking and
moral standards of people today. In my last
Newsletter, we looked at “Who gives us
peace?” The next question is: “Who gives
us hope?” I have recently been preaching
from Isaiah 42, 49 and 50. Not only do these
passages contain “judgments” toward
rebellious people that dishonor God’s
standards, but it also offers “hope” for
those who are willing to “give ear and
hearken” to the words of the Lord. (Isa
42:23). The Lord is the only light of hope
for this sin filled world. As God’s churches,
we must take a firm stand and share this
message of hope with those who are
“walking in darkness” (49:9). There will
always be some who will not listen and will
actively oppose the Word, but we can be
assured that the Lord will be with us: (50:5-
10). “For the Lord God will help me:
therefore shall I not be confounded:
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and
I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is
near that justifieth me…. Behold, the Lord
God will help me; who is he that shall
condemn me?” Verse 10 asks the question:
“Who is among you that feareth the Lord,
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay
upon his God.” Everyone must make a
choice: respect the Lord and obey His
Word; or continue to walk in darkness
without the Light. What will the answer
be? Jesus is our only HOPE!

Solomon Islands/Vanuatu
Roger Watkins, Missionary

BLACK SANDS: Last night we went to
visit a village at Black Sands about one
kilometer away from Farumauri Missionary
Baptist Church. One couple from the
village, Naphtali and his wife Lynette had
been attending services at Farumauri
before it was organized, and after. One day
after services, we had talked about the
possibility of starting another church in
his village, Black Sand. Brother Raymond,
pastor of Farumauri, and a young man
named Stanley and I went down to the
village to visit about 3:30 pm. We met and
talked about the church that Brother
Naphtali was a member of while he was in
Tanna. Evidently, when Brother Neil V.
Morley visited Tanna in the early 1990s, he
visited and organized a church in the village
on Tanna where Brother Naphtali lived.
Brother Naphtali remembers him and
Brother Ron Smith well. He remembers
some of the teaching, and is anxious to learn
more and have the opportunity to have a
church close by to attend and grow in.
While we were there, Brother Naphtali and
Lynette with two of their children and their
wives with another couple, Absalom and
Miriam, sat down to learn about what the
true church is. I taught on Matthew 4 and
the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1, 2 for about 40
minutes, then spent the next hour
answering questions about various
churches and where they came from.
It was a good meeting, and they definitely
want to organize a church there in the
future. Farumauri is too far away for the
young children of the families to walk to
and from, so the need is real. One young
man named Absalom (not Absalom
Manasseh) with his wife Miriam are close
members of Naphtali and his family. They
live out near the airport among a number of
other families from Tanna who were in
Baptist churches there. He asked about me
coming out and spending time with him
teaching as he wants to go back to Tanna
to his home and see the Baptist church
there come back together. He and his wife
were saved under the preaching of Brother
Absalom Manasseh in December of 2014.
Brother Absalom is presently in Vanuatu
with me and is working with the Fatukuru
Missionary Baptist Church.
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Interstate
Missions

LighthouseMinistries
Toby Cribbs Sr. Director

This month my wife and I were at
Hopewell BC, Cunningham, Tennessee,
First MBC, Kenansville, Florida and St.
Cloud MBC, St Cloud, Florida. I gave them
an update of the ministry and preached for
them. These three churches support this
ministry.

BOOK FINISHER: Thanks to Larry
Flowers, Ludowici, Georgia, New
Testament BC, Keyport, N.J., Jefferson
MBC, Jefferson, MD and an Anonymous
Donor. We now have $5009.60. We need
about $2200.00 more. Will  you please help
us to raise the needed funds? Checks can
be made out To Berean MBC. P.O. Box 1006,
Copperhill,TN 37317 or Lighthouse
Ministry P.O.Box 537 Copperhill TN 37317.
Mark check BOOK FINISHER

LOCAL JAIL MINISTRY: Pickens
County Jail, Jasper, GA – I am back having
services with B Pod. The men said that
they were being lazy. Some new ones are
coming to the service. They like having
the study material that they can take back
to their pod.

Polk County Jail, Benton, TN  -  The
administer is always changing things. We
were going in at 6:30 PM now we go in at
7:00 .P.M. Two weeks ago I was in Pod B.I
had five guitar players .Yes I let them play
for the whole hour. The men enjoy hearing
from all of them.

Fannin County Jail, Blue Ridge, GA. .
The last two weeks we had over twenty
men out for the service from Pod C.  They
usually only have 25 in Pod C. This last
week I had three guitar players. I limit them
to two songs so we can have our study
time.

Revealing light
Edinburgh, IN
Willie Davenport, Missionary

Wow, what a crazy month it’s been! First
of all it was good to be in Springfield, MO

with so many friends for the meeting. The
services were a great blessing in worship
and Word!

We had a wonderful service on Father’s
Day. It was such a blessing to baptize my
son Elisha and add him to the church! It was
also great to see a young lady, a first time
visitor come after the service and get saved!
We also had another young lady get saved
this month! God has truly been at work
among the people at Revealing Light! Praise
the Lord and Amen!

We’ve also experienced some trials and
emotional news this past month. I had to
take my wife Robyn to the ER July 5th as she
was experiencing extreme pain around her
brain. We were upset to find out that her
brain shunt had stopped functioning again.
She had surgery a few days later. Everything
seems to be working properly, but it is again
a long recovery as she will need to be
adjusted several times before finding the
correct setting. Please keep her in your
prayers as this can feel like a long
discouraging process.

Our worship leader also came to me and
let me know they will be moving up north
closer to his work. We are now looking for
worship leaders to fill in the weeks ahead
and possibly come to fill that position in a
regular capacity. A week later another one of
our families let me know they too will be
moving to Iowa for work. Losing these two
families will be hard, but we trust God’s
greater plans as we continue seeking his
direction. God bless and thank you for
praying.

Lighthouse Baptist Church
Jackson, MI
B. Wayne Marlar, Missionary

Greetings brethren from sunny Michigan!
Green everywhere and with allergy season
in full out attack summer is upon us.  All in
all it was a great month. Thank You for your
continued prayers and support for the work
of The Lord in Jackson, Michigan. Clearly
the Lord continues to bless us through you
all, and we could not do the work without
your prayers and financial help. The house
across the road from the church property
has gone up for sale. Should we consider
buying the property, 4.76 acres, 3 bedrooms,
2.5 bath? Prayers please, thank you.

We are seeing return visitors and new
faces on occasion with a great spirit of
joy in each service. Our average
attendance has not gone up because so
many have had to miss with sickness. I
have asked you to remember some of our
folks in your prayers in this trying time in
there lives. The needs continue so I ask
that you continue to remember us in
prayer. We have extended family members
that need to know the Lord as Savior as
well, which is the greatest need of all.

Attendance averages for the month
were: 10 for Sunday School; 14 for
Morning Worship; 9 Sunday evening; 9
for Wednesday evening Bible Study. We
had 3 first time visitors and return visitors
this month. The mission gave $325.00 to
missions this month. The mission
continues to send $710 each month for
the pastor support to First MBC of
Coloma.

Black Hills MBC
Rapid City, SD
Norman Pierce, Missionary

Thank you for your love, prayer and
support. God continues to bless. Though
some were out on vacation, we had good
attendance and good services. Also,
several visitors were a part of these
services. Some were repeat visitors. We
are thankful for all of these. Pray for them
and for us as we visit and encourage them.
And pray with us for these with whom we
have been sharing Jesus. And pray for us
as we visit and encourage others to trust
Jesus and to live for Him.

The Seventy Fifth Annual Sturgis Motor
Cycle Rally officially begin on Monday
August 3. The attendance estimate is that
there will be from one million to one million
eight hundred thousand motor cycles in
Sturgis and Western Dakota during this
rally. This may be possible because we
have had motor cycles every where for
over two weeks. These cycles have license
plates from all over the United States and
the world. Pray for us as we share Jesus
with all of these that we can.

Thank again for your prayers. We need
then, Keep praying, We thank God for you.
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Heartland Baptist Church
Ashland, MO
K. Amburgey, Missionary

We had a wonderful time in June visiting
with family and friends in KY. Its always a
blessing to be around our church family at
Langdon St. Baptist as well. While we were
there, we were able to secure financing for
our church building. We are so excited
about what God is doing! We are scheduled
to close on the loan for 117 E. Broadway
next week. I must stop at this moment and
share with you just how God has blessed
and how good He has been. At the first of
June while looking for financing options
on this building, God quickly blessed us
with a lender. We at that time knew that we
needed to come up with a $25,000 down
payment before we could close. In our eyes,
we thought, how are we going to do this?
Thankfully, we didn’t. You see, God
stepped in, and in a mighty way. By August
first, we had surpassed our $25,000 down
payment. To those of you who
gave...THANK YOU! God has worked
through you, and without you, this would
not have been possible.

It was wonderful to see so many of you
at the ABA meeting in Springfield, IL. It
was great to hear of all the prayers that
have been going up on our behalf. What
an encouragement!

While we have faced some struggles, God
is still working here in Ashland, MO. We
have several that have either come for
baptism or we are still working with on
understanding what baptism is all about.
Please continue to pray that God would
work in the lives of the people around us.
We are asking that He would work in a

GREAT way through us.

Anchor Baptist Mission
Travers City, MI
Philip Wysocki, Missionary

July saw GREAT answers to prayer!
Many of you already know, but July saw
the debt on the building being retired.
When I tell people that $160,000 was paid
off in 4 ½ years they are awestruck. Then I
have an opportunity to share what a Great
God we serve! A special thank you goes
out to all the churches and individuals who

have contributed financially toward the
LORD’s building here in Northern
Michigan. God uses people, and He has
used you wonderfully. Thank YOU!

Not only did God show His provision
monetarily, but God has also answered one
of our long term prayers. Bro. Bryan Marler
called and said that he had been burdened
about possibly coming and serving at
Anchor Landmark Baptist as a Missionary
Helper. After making the trip up, preaching
for the mission on the 19th, and then
spending the afternoon with my family,
Bryan and Kylie Marler returned to Ohio
to seek God’s will. Kim and I were very
excited about the possibilities, and were
anxiously awaiting Bro. Bryan’s phone call.
When that call came in, we shouted for joy!
Bro. Bryan and Sister Kylie will be moving
to the Traverse City area in the coming
months to serve the LORD as part of
Anchor Landmark.

Blomington Missions
Scott Bourland, Kevin Pruitt, Missionaries

On August the second we will be holding
a membership seminar. We offer this from
time to time as we see the need for it. People
who have been visiting with us for a while
and might be considering our church as
their home are invited to come and get all
the information they need to make an
informed decision about joining.

Topics that are covered are salvation,
scriptural baptism, unity (in spirit, doctrine,
and practice), general responsibilities of
every member, and how to find your place
of service in the church. Those who have
been baptized are also asked to attend in
order to be informed and complete their
connection in church membership.

With school getting ready to start, we
are going to target more areas with our mail
out cards. Last time we did three thousand
and received a few visitors. The  Fleener
family was won through this outreach.

Please pray with us that the cards will
get into the right hands, as we will be
sending out 3,000 more.

Mission Team: What a proud moment
for our young church to send out its first
mission team. Six people from our church
traveled to Toronto Canada to help Brother

Terry Stevens and the Vine Church to
distribute John and Romans at the Pan Am
Games. All the money for the trip was given
by those in Bloomington. We are so proud
of those that went and served and of those
who gave to make it possible.

Woodbine Baptist Mission
Woodbine, GA
Justin Ray, Missionary

This was perhaps the slowest July I have
had in years, at least concerning church
activities. Neither the church nor our people
had the finances for camps so that was two
weeks that were unusually slow. We did
go to the Georgia State Association
Meeting. We had a great meeting. We
enjoyed great messages, great singing,
great fellowship, and of course great food.
Many thanks to Wayside Baptist Church
for their wonderful hospitality.

Also during the month of July the
churches in Woodbine got together and
had a community revival. I know the
preacher who was preaching the services
so I was comfortable with us going. We
had great services. We were challenged to
live our faith through 5 messages.

We had a change in our music program
during the month of July. Gabby Mayo, one
of our youth, began leading our worship
service during our Sunday evening service.
Gabby is 10 years old and this is quite a
step up for her.

I do ask that you keep Michelle and I in
prayer. We are both back in college. She is
working on her Masters in counseling and
I am working on finishing me teaching
degree. I have been able to share the gospel
with some of the people in my class. Please
pray that these people will come to know
Christ as their savior.

New Beginnings Ministries
Jack Slay, Director

Greetings from McCaysville, GA. It’s a
little too quiet around the office today.
School started in our area, and my 10 year
old daughter is not here running around
vying for my attention. She doesn’t have
to try real hard though, all she has to do is
smile, that normally does the trick. I’m
missing my little girl today. This will be her
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last year in elementary school, she is
growing in to being a beautiful young lady.
She is such a blessing. I praise God for her
every day!

While we are on the subject of school,
we would like to take time to give God
praise, and tell those churches that
provided school supplies for our local
teachers, THANK YOU !!!!! Your help and
support of this project was such a blessing
to us and to our local teachers. Thanks to
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Acworth, GA.,
Hopewell Baptist Church, Cunningham,
TN. , and Liberty Baptist Church Ladies
Auxiliary, for making this outreach project
possible. Your heart to give made this years
project a tremendous success. God
provided an open door for me to share a
verse of scripture, and to lift them up in
prayer. I thank God for the opportunity he
has given to this ministry to show Jesus to
those who may not know him! I look
forward to working with our teachers this
year, and helping them with their needs and
the needs of the children they teach.

The Lord is working in a great and mighty
way in Towns Co. Jail. We are starting to
see men coming to the altar during
invitation time, asking for strength to
follow the Lord more closely, and
rededication. We are encouraged by what
God is doing in the hearts of these men.
Another Praise !!!!! In the past we have
not been able to carry bibles into Towns
Co. Jail to give to inmates. We have bibles
in the room where we meet, but, they are a
small font, and very hard to read. The Lord
burdened my heart to call and talk to the
administrator at this facility about this
issue. I am please to announce that after
our brief telephone conversation, we are
now permitted to donate large print bibles
to the jail.

Rouzerville, PA
The Burdette Family

We have had some really good services
lately. We have had some visitors and those
that have come in the past back with us
again. we are praying that those who have
visited before would come again and make
Liberty their home.We have had several
missionaries through that have spoken to
our hearts about the need for the gospel in

their areas of service. God has a great plan
and I’m glad He involves His children.

Thanks for all the help you have given
us in this part of the world. Rouzerville is
not a foreign land but it is in need of the
gospel and a church that will preach it!

Special Needs: We are in need of an ac
unit in our Sunday school/fellowship hall.
I have found the perfect unit that will do 4
different zones at once and it is not that
bad for the price. It is $1700. for a 30000
BTU unit and it is also a heat pump. We
have free labor so we just need to put it in.
I am going to purchase it and pray that the
Lord will provide the money we need. God
has blessed us so much, it will be great to
have ac in our fellowship/ sunday school
area.

First Heritage Baptist Mission
Faayettville. NC
Mike Jones. Missionary

As we ended the month of May with
anticipation for what God was going to do
in the up coming summer months. We were
all a little amazed and afraid. Amazed at
what God was doing and a little afraid of
what He was going to do next.2 Peter 3:9
“The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise…” and through the activities of
summer God delivered. We started the
summer off preparing for a very large
I.M.P.A.C.T (I Must Personally Advance
Christ Today) team, that came together to
do three days of outreach. Bro. Everett
Ledbetter, Youth Pastor at Emmanual
Baptist Church in Bogalusa, LA, led the
team. When the groups arrived, we had 6
churches represented from 3 states and
over 100  people whom the Lord led to
Fayetteville, NC. By Friday morning,
having washed over 200 cars, passed out
over 2000 flyers, knocked on doors,
performed random acts of kindness, led a
field day at an Elementary School and
witnessed to  hundreds, the HEAVENS
REJOICED with 9 lost souls that came to
know Jesus their personal Savior. We also
want  to give a special thank you to Ken
and Barbara Sibley for coming with
IMPACT and performing at Loyd Auman
Elementary School and at our community
outreach service. The Lord is still blessing
with visitors and phone calls from people

that were reached during our week of
IMPACT. As we continued the month of
June we were so thankful to be able to attend
the A.B.A National Meeting with six people
from First Heritage.

We made several new contacts and
enjoyed fellowship with friends. The
meeting was such a blessing we are already
making plans for next year in Tulsa, Ok. I
was given the opportunity to preach at the
Florida Baptist Encampment in June. The
director the last week was Jerry Riggs
(Pastor Tifton Missionary Baptist Church)
It was an honor and a privilege to be able
to present God’s Word to over 260 people,
as I preached on “NO FEAR LIVING”
throughout the week. PRAISE GOD there
were 24 professions of faith and one man
surrendered to the ministry.

In July we headed to The Branch Teen
Camp in Georgia, with four teenagers. The
speaker for the week was MY Pastor
Richard Methvin.

The  Theme Fearless was fitting as God
blessed yet again. Bro. Richard brought
soul stirring messages with 5 saved and
multiple re— dedications. Near the end of
July, Jenna and I traveled to Pennsylvania
to preach my Grandmothers memorial
service. It was a great time seeing family I
have not seen in years  and the best part
was presenting the Gospel to family that
may have been lost, and speaking of
comfort   that only God can give. That
Sunday we were blessed to have
Missionary to Romania Kevin Hutcheson,
Alina and their sons, A.J and Nicholas .

We gave Kevin an opportunity to
present his ministry and then preach. After
a heart— stirring message we met at the
Kimmich’s home where the church prepared
a Christmas in July for their family.

Following our Christmas Feast, we had
gifts for the Hutcheson’s, to show our love
and appreciation for their service.
Although June and July were busy with
travel, I am constantly reminded that God
is not slack concerning His promises and
His word will not return unto Him Void. We
are still averaging in the 20’s on Sunday
morning with new visitors and praise the
Lord, we have had 2 join by letter and 1
come forward for baptism.
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Business Manager
Report

Wayne Sewell

Just arrived home from the American Baptist Associational meeting in time to begin working on this article for the
papers.  There is hardly time to catch my breath and focus on activities here.

Let me remind you that Doris Scarlett has a new book out entitled, “Prayer-Closet Praying Alone with God”.  This
book studies several Bible characters and their prayer lives.  This is a book that every church member should read
and apply to their lives.  The book can be ordered by calling 1.800.264.2482 x 5112 or 903.793.5112.  The ISBN
is 0892114444.  The price is $16.99 plus shipping and handling.  You can go online at www.bogardstore.org and
order it also.

The Baptist Sunday School Committee is a group of sixteen men elected annually to oversee the publication of
literature produced by Bogard Press.  These men work together in the production of literature.  I appreciate each
of these men.

I would like to take a moment and say a special thank you to Bro. Mark Harris for his years served on the Baptist
Sunday School Committee.  He chose to step down this year.  He will be missed.  He was a great asset to the
Committee.

He nominated Bro. Phillip Miller to replace him.  Bro. Miller was elected.  I welcome Bro. Miller to the Baptist
Sunday School Committee.  He will do a great job as a Committee member.  I am looking forward to serving with
Bro. Miller.

The fall mail out will begin the first of July.  Let me encourage everyone to place your order early.  It is the quarter
when many churches start their new church year.  Classes change, orders are revised.  It is also the quarter that
we have larger orders because members are returning from summer vacations.  Because of the above stated
reasons and others, we often get behind on getting orders filled.  Please help us by ordering early.  Many churches
wait until the last two or three weeks before the quarter begins to place their orders.  We are able to get out about
200 orders per day.  If everyone waits until the last minute, we may not be able to get the order to you on time for
the beginning of the new fall quarter.

The Vacation Bible School sales continue to go well.  The sales have been slower early because of the bad weather
in February and March.  Hopefully, the June sales will bring the sales back to normal.  If you haven’t ordered your
VBS curriculum for 2015, we are beginning to run low on many items.  Some items are now out of stock.

Work on the 2016 Vacation Bible School is going well.  Some items are already finished for 2016.  Others will be
going to press in the near future.  It is always a challenge to get everything ready for the next VBS season.  The
new press that was installed helps the staff meet deadlines better.

Please continue to pray for the staff in Texarkana.  It is our purpose to serve the Lord as we serve the needs of the
churches that choose to use the curriculum produced by Bogard Press.
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Kyle Elkins
Business Mananger

The Bible provides answers to difficult questions concerning God’s children living for Him in or under
every circumstance. As the American culture grows more ungodly and anti-Christian, believers must look to the
Word of God to find acceptable responses in such situations.

This has never been more true since the Supreme Court handed down its decision last week when it
redefined marriage. However, what is done is done. That this will ever be changed is doubtful. How then should
Christians react to such laws? Just in the past week several reactions have been given through social media
networks. Some have been provocative and well thought through, while others seemingly were given without
much forethought.

Peter reminds every child of God of the great responsibility that believers have to live for God in the
current culture. Peter wrote, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light”
(1 Peter 2:9).

In light of what Peter wrote, what a privilege to belong to and represent our Heavenly Father in the
present world. What an opportunity to declare His praises. Paul wrote that we live “in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15).

Peter drew upon his understanding of God’s purpose for Israel. He referred to passages from the Old
Testament. Churches today replaced Israel only in the sense that they are to be the representatives of God on
earth today. The words Peter used elevate the believer above the culture and lifestyle of this world. “A chosen
generation,” “a royal priesthood,” “an holy nation” all speak of the believer’s position in relation to this world.

The phrase “a peculiar people” is of special interest, however, The phrase does not carry the modern-day
meaning of a strange people. The word “peculiar” indicates that we are God’s possession. The picture is that of
making something and then putting it in a circle, thus showing possession as one’s own.

Believers are “strangers and pilgrims” in this world. We are to influence our culture yet not be influenced
by it in turn. This calls for every believer to be busy in the work the Lord has given him to do. Being occupied in
the work while separated from the world is not impossible. In truth, that is what we are called to do. Paul wrote,
“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).

Believers should not enclose themselves into little clusters to where they lose their effectiveness. Neither
are believers to take on the customs of the culture to the point where what makes them different is no longer
noticeable. This is the prayer that Jesus prayed to His Father in John 17:15-17, “I pray not that thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

What are churches and believers to do in light of current trends in the American culture? The same thing
they are always to be doing: let the glory of God be seen in their lives. Peter wrote, “That ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
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FINANCIAL REPORT
WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE

JULY 2015

TUITION/REGISTRATION
Registration $  255.00
Tuition $   90.00
TOTAL INCOME   $2,766.47  $2,766.47
TOTAL AVAILABLE             $8,344.78

EXPENSES
Utilities $  845.96
Misc.   1,718.70
Repairs 96.82
 Insurance 96.82
Instruction 1,504.44

TOTAL EXPENSE $4,165.92 $4,165.92
NEW BALANCE $ 4,178.86

BOOKSTORE FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $  -5.52
Income:

Bookstore Sales $  80.30
Press Sales        521.57

Contributions
Pinehaven 50.00
O’Leno BC 50.00
Galilee BC 15.00
LaNdmark Madison, FL 100.00
jAMES cHANDLER 40.00
Landmark (Pensacola) 20.00

Total Income $876.87  $ 876.87
TOTAL AVAILABLE $ 871.35

Expenses:
Utilities $338.51
Postage $7.44
Books -0-
Supplies  $80.40
TOTAL EXPENSES       $426.35 $ 426.35
NEW BALANCE $445.00

GENERAL FUND BALANCE  $4,623.96
BOOKSTORE FUND BALANCE     $445.00

GENERAL FUND
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD $5,578.31
INCOME:
 ALABAMA
Schillinger, Rd -Theodore, AL 125.82
Magnolia Springs _Theodore, AL 60.00
 GEORGIA
Northside, BC -Vienna, GA 30.00
Traders Hill -Folkston, GA 35.00
Landmark BC -Moultrie, GA 200.00
 FLORIDA
Galilee MBC -Milton, FL 120.00
Landmark MBC -Pensacola, FL 65.00
Bethel BC -Milton, FL 74.37
Okeechobee BC -Okeechobee, FL 78.98
Calvary BC -Panama City, Fl 75.00
Landmark BC -Madison, FL 100.00
West Florida Baptist Association 90.00
First BC -Silver Springs, 25.30
Mics:
Kitchen Sales -Pensacola, FL 57.00
 TOTAL $825.36
  DESIGNATED FUNDS:H.H.Strickland
Baptist Chapel -Grand Bay,AL 350.00
Eastern Avenue -St.Cloud,FL 300.00
Frankfort BC -Russellville, AL 100.00
Charles Glenn -Traskwood, AR 50.00
Galilee BC -Milton, FL 75.00
Newark BC -Elkton,MD 100.00
Cumberland  Cove BC -Monterey,TN 25.00
Johnsontown BC -Hedgseville,WV 250.00
Landmark -Madison, FL 100.00
  TOTAL $ 1,350.00
  COMMITTEE OF 100
Terry Alexander -Pensacola, FL 10.00
Andrrea Henderson -Grand Bay, AL 10.00
Helen Bores, Okeechobee, FL 100.00
James Chandler -Rock Island, IL 40.00
Dwight Baggett -Crestview, FL 120.00
 TOTAL $280.00

O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church
O’Leno Missionary Baptist Church of High Springs Florida is

seeking a pastor. We are located approximately 25 miles north of
Gainesville, Florida, situated on 8 acres of land, and the Church is
debt-free. We are not able to fully support a pastor at this time as
our attendance is small. We are looking for a Pastor to teach us,
lead us, and grow with us. We believe in the King James version
of the Bible and very supportive of Missions. If interested, please
contact Bro. Mike Williams at mewbapt@Yahoo.com.

CHURCHES SEEKING A PASTOR
 Landmark MBC, Pensacola, FL

We are prayerfully seeking a God called preacher who is in
agreement with the ABA doctrines, uses the KJV and has the
qualification of a pastor given in Timothy and Titus. Pastor and
family must be willing to put the Lord and our church first, and
also be willing to attend our local associational meeting. The
position will need to be bi-vocational until membership increases.
Landmark was organized in 1965. Our church is debt free with a
3 bedroom parsonage on the property.

Contact: Robin Snow/ 828 N. 77 Ave, Pensacola, FL 32506/
850.456.7938/ robinsnow456@cox.net

    GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST,   Milton, FL is in need of
a pastor. We are small in membership but we have a wonderful
facility that is totally paid for. We can help to support a pastor
but we cannot pay a full salary. Our pastor must be in harmony
with the ABA and use only the KJV Bible.

Please contact Doug Lord at 850.982.7233

Berean Missionary Baptist Church
Berean MBC is seeking a Pastor. The minister has to be Mission

minded and believe the King James Bible is the preserved Word of
God. Must adhere to the ABA doctrines.

We are a small group. The pastor would have to work. All of our
facilities are paid for.

You can call Toby Cribbs Sr. at: 423.496.2558 - Home; 423.496.7116
- Office
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News:
The work in the print shop has been off

and on during the summer. There have
been some things that we have had to do
because they were needed production.
However, there are some productions that
have had to wait until we can spend more
time at home. I am looking forward to get-
ting back on a schedule so that we can
complete some of the projects that have
been started.

We had some problems that began dur-
ing May that we have not been able to
solve. The one area that I have always
thought was our weakest point in produc-
tion was the pre-press. One area that has
given us more problems that anything else
was the making really good plates for the
press. I have mentioned before that we
purchased a metal plate maker some years
ago only to learn that the plates were no
longer available. We spent $16,000.00 on
getting this machine on line and it was

doing a great job until we were no longer
able to get plates for it.

The one small plate maker that we have
had for ten years no longer makes good
screens. It does good on line work but not
on screens. We then acquired a good plate
maker only to be able to use it a couple of
months and it went down. So far, we have
had it in the shop twice and it still is not
working.

The larger plate maker that came with
the small Heigleberg press does a good
job but it needs to be used more. The
chemical goes bad and it takes 10 gallons
to replace the old. This has become really
expensive. We are currently working to try
and trade the large plate maker for a small
CTP system. It is difficult to make the right
decision on these matters if you are not
familiar with what the machine is and what
it cost to keep it properly running.

I have been working on the two color
press in hopes that I will be able to get it
on line soon. I am confident that it will be
tremendous help to us when we are able
to begin using it.

Goal Met:
I am really pleased to report that we have

been able to meet one of the goals that
was set when we first started printing the
Spanish literature. Our goals were to com-
plete the ten-year cycle in the adult series
and the two-year cycle in the Listen and
Learn cycle. The two-year cycle in the Lis-
ten and Learn material has been met. We
are going to try and produce at least two
more quarterlies on the series just to help
provide adequate time for student to grow
and have fresh material.

During the month of July we were able
to reprint the second production we did
several years ago of the Listen and Learn
series. We were able to use more color and
make the units more attractive.

I am still praying that there will be some
who will have a burden for this ministry
and come and help us in the shop.  This is
truly a great opportunity and a great min-
istry.


